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Shangri-L'Affaires #32, September 1946. Club mag of the Los Angeles
Sclence Fantasy Society, 637% 3 Bixael, Loa Angeles 14, Calif. Edited
by Charles Burbee. Issued 7 times ® year. 10c per single copy, 3/25a,
6/60a. Trades with other fanzines arrenged with the edltor.

000

Al Ashley told me last night that LA fandom was going to hell and
he wasn't a bit surprized about it. Somebody told him, he said, that
1A fandom would go to hell after the Pacificon, and by God, Al said,
that's just what it's doing.

Why look, he sald, here you are late with S-L'A (a 1lie, by the
way) and I am late with Nova and don't care if En Garde never comes
out and Laney has dropped Acolyte and Llebscher 1s & book collector
and God knows when we'll see another Vom. Joquel'’s stuff never was
any good and now he's not publishing at all and Lf he is I'm not read-
ing 't anyhow. Right here 1 stopped listening to Al Ashley, and when
1 began listening again he was smugly c onolunding a titanic period---
IA fandom, he sald, is golng to hell.

Somebedy told me, he safid, that Li fandom wonld go to hell right
after the Paciflcon.

Why Al, I sald, how to you figure that? :

I'11 tell you, he sald. It's like this. LA fandom is going to
hell. And he went on and the gensral drift of his conversation was
that LA fandom is going to hell.

It's going to hell, I tell you, he said again, shaking his head.

Well, I sald. you may be right.

I know I'm right, he said. It came over me in & flash. I was
playing a game of experimental chess the other night and using my
other brain for random thoughts and it came to me 1llke a flash. IA&
fandom is---why the whole buanch of guys that all used to collect books
have become book collectors and while thls does not shock me 1t does
not surprize me elther because I had my suspliclions of this long ago.
There was my other braln, the one with the high IQ, ruminating on
this subject and that, and all of a sudden it struck me like & bolt
from the blue.

These so-called fans are not interested in fandom any more, Al
sald. They are taken up with such mundane things as sex and beer and
vodka and chesas and other atupld things and thoughts of stencil-cut-
ting never enter their heads. They're all going to hell, in short.
The same might be sald for the whole of 1A fandom It's all golng to
hell. And somebody told me it would, right after the Pacifioon.

Who told you that, Al?"I asked.

Oh, a fellow. Don't Xxnow his name. Speer, maybe, or Widner.
Cr you. Nodbody importent.

You agree with him, though?

Woll, he said, I looked at it from all angles. I abjure the
use of psychology in all my thought processes, ycn know. 1 looked

at 1t from all arngles without the use of psychology ‘and I came to
that conclusion.

That was with your other braln, I saiad. '

Yes, my #2 brain, that {s. And then to make sure I called in
my #1 brain and had a oconsultation, and the consensus is that LA
fandom is golng to hell.

I am convinced Al Aghley is right. And this column ia a good
example of what he was talking about when he said it.

~==Charleas Burbee



"THE BEST PLANS,

GANG..."
U

AYE, the best laid plans, slans, gang att agley. I was going
tc write a Preciticon, a Paciiicon, and a Postclficon report. | was
going to be everywhere at once, a verltable Acktopus with 8 hands
all busy faking notes & quotable quotes. 1t was going to be a book,
boys & girls—-a book! No mere trivial 20 pages |I|lke the Speer ac-
count you {and 1) are about to read, but, oh, an article at least as
big as the Fancyclopedia.

But Fate struck me a dastardly blow (bew=
hind the F8=ball, as 1t were). Guess you heard about my belng
struck down in about the 6th hour of the Convention with an attack
of acute candle-ttis (contracted trom burning the tallow at both
ends). So the tollowing will have to sutfice as a sample of "what
might have been"...

* & %

Starting July |, Los Angeles had a seizure (Caesar) of fans and
all Gavlitornia was divided into 3 parts. The first of these parts

we shall call the
/FFECI FICON/

Milton Rothman of far-away Phlladelphla enjoyed the distinctlon
ot being the first fan to arrlve, the vanguard of the caravan tp
come . On hand to meet the weary traveler were early arisers Dale
Hart, Gus Willmorth, Farrest ]| Ackerman & Lou Goldstone. Original
plan included meeting EEEvans at Clifton's "Marsport" tor breakfast,
but a 45 rhinute delay In the Rothman train cost the company of both
Evans & Willmorth, whe were forced to depart for work, leaving only
Hart, Gald & Acky to greet the Great Man. The FFM containing " The
25th Hour™ and some |1th hour publiecity about the Paclticon was
vainly sought at the depot newsstand. Failing to tind the hoped
for Issue, the trio contended themselves with reading about the less
spectacular Bikini Bomb #I.

Rothman arrived with news of the estab-
lishment at last of a Philadelphia®Science Fictlion Socy clubroom a
la the LASFS, He saw the newspaper accounts, for the firstime, of
A-bomb #4, and remarked that the world was still here, There had
been some conjecture among many fans, it 1s assumed, as to whether
gvervane might nof be attending the Postworldcon the afternoon of
July 1, with A. Merritt, HPLovecratt, Hall & Flint and all the de-
parted Greats inot to overlook SGWeinbauml! as Hosts ot Honor tor
Ghosts]l. Milty was steered to Slan Shack, empty but for a convales-
cent Myrt Douqlas.
| departed to fturn my hand to turning the two
front rooms of my flat into a showplace. Returned to the Club Room
several hours later to find Fran Laney and gloom: Hart & Goldstone
had absconded with Rothman and the second arrivee, Max Sonstein of
Nor thern Cal. Twas not till dinner time that | had the pleasure of
meeting muscle man Max, the bibliophile of Belmont. He & |, Hart &
Milt & Gus Willmorth all piled Into a <car and drove by Daughertys,
plcking up Walt & Jim=E and proceeding to the Paciticon Hall, where



Milty entertained vs all wlih  Bach, Choplin and al! the piano lads,
while Walt settled some last minute detalls. Tigrina turned up dur=-
ing this interval, and eventually supper was had, a dinner princi-
pally distinguished by Willmorth!s clever trick of spilling aqua on
Tigrina's dress, resulting in her moaning abaut "water on the knee®.

| must cut ahead a moment here and explain that 1 am now wri-
ting under great apprehension, as TUCKER & MARI-BETH are momentarlly
zxpected. A tew moments ago at Slan Shack, the fone-bell rang and
Sandy Kadet answered. "Rogers?" he echoed. "Don Rogers?" The name
meant nothing to the neophyte but the household threw up 1#s hands
in horror and everyone tried to hide. While he held his palm over
the mouthplece, we tersely explained: "Claudegler--Cosmosi" Came
the dawn=-and Al Ashley, to take over interrogating Degler. After a-
bout 5 minutes of straiqht tace, during which time Ashley seemed to
gel no place, he suddenly burst into hysterical laughter. Yuk, vuk,
yuk-=twas Tuck, pulling a Tucker! 1, llke the announcer on Bikini
Bomb #i, fthis running account 1s suddenly interrupted by a cry of
TB0OMB AWAY & FALLINGI"™ vyou!ll know that Tucker & Mari-Beth hav e
come calling...

To revert to the evenlng of the first nite of 1the
pre-con Atter dinner, Tigrina departed, Ileaving Willmorth, Son=-
stein, Mart, Rothman and myselt to browse in a nearby bookstore,
where Sonstein plcked up "The Burning Ring", "Strength of 1 h ¢
Strong™, and some needed copies of mags, while each ot the others
added an item or two tc their collections.

At the Clubroom, grifanac

-~teverish tan activity--was going on: The Combozine was belng as-
sembled, and Liebscher was workling like mad on Chantlcleer, Perdue
8 Hewett were chattering away. Touching scene ot reunlon between

oldcronles Rothman & Perdue, Perdue sobbing "my boy, my boy!" Mil-
ty settling down to hear the tales ot new times and reminisce about
oldtimes. Showing Perdue the opromised memento from Pompeli: Cob-
lentz! winged Wonder Stick.  Jim-E Dauvgherty, Gus Willmorth & Dale
Hart playing ring around the rosle, assemblling the Combozine....me,
pounding out publiclty to the newspapers....Sonstein dickering with
Dale Hart over the acquisition of some prozines....Evans developing
staoler's cramp, pushing those long wires thru the thick Combozine .

| lett at midnite to get a sbig 4 hours sleep, preparatory to
meeting Robt Bloch tn the morning. Liebscher, 1| understand, mimeod
all nite, 8right & early-~in fact, so early that 1t wasnt bright
yet--Sonstein, Liebscher & Rothman arrived at my domiclle and picked
up T & mc, and by devlous means we wound our way out to the air-

{izlds But due to a snafuv...

/TZETEE_E_CENHEE-FEN, we interrupt our
broadcast to announce the ,arrival ot BO8 TUCKER & MARI-BETHI111!
Hiatus of one hour for madness & gladness whlle everybody gets ac-

guainted and re-acgualnted.../

Back to Bloch: Due to some diftugll=
ty, the Shambler from the Stars was not on the scheduled plane, but
delayed 4 hours. Tigrina had to go to work, so was driven back fto
town . Following the Instructions of native AnaecleBo Ackerman, out-
of-city fan Max Sonsteln drove nearly to the Mexican border betore
Ack-Ack recallized he had somehow become confused in directions. Fl-
grina was only a half hour late to work.



{tinterruptlone—theret|!

be plenty ot thecse on-the-spot recordings. !Just had a fone call at
Slan Shack, answered by Ack, {from a fan inquiring details of the
Convention. Turned out to be a chap named MacDonald, who knew Ack

in the days of his empley at the Academy. His claim to fame is a
prize he took in a contest In Marvel Sclence Storles.))

| {(More In-
terruptions: Chas. Lucas of the PSFS, reader since the "Noname"
days of Frank Reade, arrived around sundown. When artist John Cock-
rott arrived | have not been able to ascertain, but | first +eound
him hidden away in Gus Willmor th's room, assisting the Beard in fthe
assembly of his #3 Fan Advertiser. Kris Neville & Nieson Himmel
there too. Aline Beeson In the Clubroom helping Evans put the Coma
bozine logether. Fone-call from Korshak, about 10 miles away and
headed for Slan Shackl Fane-call from aunt of Forry the Ack, Infor-
ming him his Mom & Pop are coming to the Con.))

Back to Bloch (does
it seem to you youlve heard that song befaorei)l. Replacing Liebscher
wi th Rothman, the quartet including Hart, Sonstein & Ack-Ack dashed
back to the airtield around 10 a.mi==-waited 3 hours---no Bloch-—-at
last returned to Bixel St. At this writing--B8:20 on the evening of
Tues 2 July, no word has yet been heard irom Bloch.

But Andy Ander-
son has arrived on the scene. Ashley & Tucker have returned from a
book buying browse. Abby v has knocked herself out on a buffet?
topped ottt with stromberry ice cream.
Anderson: "Did you drive
out?" Tucker: "Yeah--drove the porter mad, conductor crazy!"

Two
localltes, Gordon Dewey & Peter Granger, just droepoed In. Granger
brot with him the slightly terrific mateh covers which created such
a bright spot at the Convention.

W+ # #*

Then Phloo hit me In the gastrlec tract, and | never phinished.#

R R N E EE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

23 Aug 46
Composed on stencil & strictly unrechearst:

1 shoud
like to take this opportunity to slncerely thank U conventioneers
who were so kind as to vote me a gratis Paul original (tin technl-
color, tolksl) trom the Auctlion whleh | was not able to attend. Al-
so, It was a great source of consolation to me, while lylng 1n bed,
to have the book brot to me bzaring so many messages of cheer from
old frlends & new. This | shall long cherish.

it was my wish that

Tigrina shoud read a few "Aloha" words from me following the Fan-
quet, and | did In fact dictate a brlef speech to her, but | under-
stand therec was no opporfunity to deliver It. Well, no matter; the
vpshot of 1t was: FOR A STFAN'S HEAVEN--PHILLY IN '471 Sce U all
therel

Scliencerely, 4e
PS: Rothman assures me 1t won't be an .
alcoholiconvention, even if 1t 1s "The FI1fth"!
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Due to Ackerman's illnems, this will probably be Shaggy's anly fullength
writeup of the convention, I'll try to get outside myself as much as posaible,
but in order to describe the heart and soul of the convention——suppers, amoke-
filled rooms, ktp-=1'll have to give it as i saw it, and duubtless with the in-
accuracies with which and individual rexembera 1t,

We begin, then, late in the evening of 3 July, at Slan Shack Pro Tem., 1In
the back room are Ashley, Evans, Widner (who hitchiked almost all the way from
Boston in seven days), and other poker-players. Uncounted fen from near and far
-drift atvund end in and out of the Shack.

Ackerman telked Foundation with me. He was dubious about the publishing mide
of the program, particularly the sponsorship of a news sheet. But, he went on to
say, if it had been left up to him the Foundation would not have been eatablished
ocm. While in the army he formed the hope of using his Hellywood and other con-
tacta to make a mint of money after he got out, and establish the Foundatisn, as
a repository, all by himself. But Hiroshima and Nagasail have given him such a
conviction that the world ha's willing to live in will not outlast five years,
that he sees 1ittle point in acting for the far future, Laney and othora have
pushed him into establishing the Foundation immedistely on a modest scals,

Bothman, who arrived seversl days before, had been out drinking Perdus under
the table, He returned presently, and aefter greetingas, briefed me gn opduisn
inre Foundation and Empire: That it seemed the consensus that the NFFF should
be allowed to go ite way, and the Foundation would go its, For Dunkelberger, no
good words were heard. Tucker had tacked up the SPECIAL Bullitin to NFFF with a
notation, "This means Laney's a dead dquck™. Rothman had a letter from Dunk con-

taining tha plea, 2Fight for the NFFF!&8, in conmequence of which Milton was referred
to as a pseudopod of Dunkelberger.

Your reporter did not reach the convention hall till after noon Thursday,

He accumulated the program boocklet, combozine, and other erud, then searched nearby
restauranta and discovered a group whiech inecluded Mrs Pat Davia, who'd met Wlly
Lay in North Carclina and thereafter decided to attend the Pacifieon,

Disappointments were the absence of the Heinleins and Moore-Kuttners, the
former attending the rocket experiments in New Mexico, the latter spending the
summer in Chicago., Of fantasitea we will not have occasion to name later, Bruce
Yarke should be mentioned. He attended the afternoon sesasion, out of morbid
curiogity he said. 1 seem to have lost my note on the total attendance, but it
would be pretty accurate to say that the regiatration book at the end showed 120
eignaturea, of which just about 18 were from California outside the LA area, and
18 from the United States butaide California. In addition there were probably some
whe failed to reglaster, not counting the womenfolk who were brot in by fen for the
cngtume party, Theodore,. One lady who should have registered was Edna MH van Vogt,
who came from.her sickbed to wateh things for a few mimites one night.



The afterncon session opened, and after socme unremboared words of welcome by
Daugherty, Ackerman began carrying a roving mike about the room as Daugherty called
upen people present to stand and say something, Forry had told me that WJD intended
to minimize thia sort of thing, but by the end of this an hour or so later, it
geemed that wvirtually no one had been missed. The formula was for Daugherty to
say UNext i want to introduce & fan whol and gc on in the standard political-
convention style sayinpg everything about -the character without naming him, erding
with the nome. There would then be polite applquse, and the party would struggle
awkwardly to his feet and mumble into the mike (which might or might not pick up
his words) that he was glad to be here and--uh——i guesa that's all i have to say,
with a falling inflection., To mhke things more ebsurd, the microphone was un-
necossary, as a normal rostrum volece could be heard over the entire assemblage,
so the chief function of the mike wse to supply shrieks and howls out of its in-
ternal mechanism to compete with the clatter of streetcars going by. When Daugh-
erty temporarily ran out, Ackerman introduoced some people; and did a bit better
Jjob; and a few pecple when called upon had something to say.

THE CONVENTION UNDER WAY

Honor Guest van Vogt was introduced, and after apologizing for his wife's
enforced absence,’gave hla speech Tomorrow on the March. As spoken, it differed
in peveral particulars from the printed speech which was later made available by
Tripoli, Omitted were: puge 2 from "And in a sensze" to "completely recover®;
the second full paragraph on page 5; first full paragraph on 6; second half of
pege 8; and the firast paragraph on page 13. In additien, he remarked at one
point that people like Charles Atles who ask 15 mimites a day to make you a new
man are asking*more than the average person will give, What is needed are two-
asecord methods for self-culture; and he demonstrated a two-second method for re-
lleving nervous tension, to which Daupgherty referred several times later. van:
Vogt's speech as delivered lacked meny of its transitionsl end relational sen-
tences, so that the asudience was kept wondering just what the speech was about
and how the different parts tled in. And some felt thet he had gone toc far in
embracing 11l-established idems, Neverthelews the speech was one of the better
parts of the program,

An intermisgion followed., It was about this time that Elmer Perﬂue put him-
gelf at the planc and while playing looked up to ‘see sn Alecoholics Anonymous aign
placed on the piano top. The AAs were meceting upstairs much of the time the fan-
tasites were convening on the first floor. Others alaso fingered the keys during
these intermissiong; i remember Tigrins doing Gloomy Sunday.

After the intermission came Operation Futurian, It wes badly done. Ackerman
spoke in a flat, unexcited voice, presented his explanations of the Roundation in
an order devoid of surprise, laft out part of what he should have seid, and neg-
lected to allow for questions {though some were later ssked about the availability
of collections for inspection)., laney took the floor to tell about the publishing
aide of the Foundation, ineluding its poliey on periodicals, and then subscriptions
were called for, The great majority of tho attenders signed up, and some contri-
butions, prearranged and otherwise, were mede and announced.

Immediately after stepping away from the rostrum, Ackermsn sat down and prac-
tically passed out, He recovered presently without :A Eby;uno -

most people noticing anything was aniss, and moved (?ﬂ# (re HIKEP: ¢ Feg ‘Liiii
about the hall, but soon Tigrina had to take him 3, LU S ,ﬁi
upsteirs, where he experienced chillas and fever ¢ j| 6272:{1;p27;f57) .
from nervous and physical exhaustion. Before ' I g '"::Fﬁ;:aff5
(4l

long they were taking him home, and thruout the T CT15E3 {
remaining deys Tigrina brot word on whether he E*IG qri g;
might be able to attend later events; Daugherty Gte - {hl-'ﬁ g,'[f‘
announced that Ackerman was 111 with flu,



I went out for supper with Laney, Ashley, and Widner, Laney driving us to the
Mayfiiry so i could dump sore atuff and pet some. On our return from parking, up
a gide straet, scmeone lock:sd at the window out of which sounds of convention
reiicy wara coming, and wondered if we eould climb up to it by the grating on a
hasamert wandow, So we did, except Ashley,® who came in the front door like a human,

%ile fan were standing around waiting for 2000 hours, Art Widner reported
thot a group of evangolists had opened up at a corner of Westlske Park, to an audi-
enza th:t %oy outmmbercd. A group went over to listen, now discusgsing the pay-
chelogy of the thing, now laughing at some witty remark, till a bystander tensely
to2d tiem to listen quietly or go away. They stood by their congtitutional rights
on vre street, and the evanpgelists telked straight toward them thereafter.

3alan's Phonograph was playing when we returned, still unregenerated. The
aucti~n vegan shortly aftor. In lulla, talk occurred: Bob QOlsen passed around
a bottiz and a ring with wood stuck.thru them and so shaped that it couldn't be
pulled out and could only have been put in by use of & four-dimensional forcepa.
Your reporter and yhos enganged in a moral discussion punctuated by the gavel and
other disturbances.

Under Korshak's masterful auctioneering, the bidding ran up into forbidding
figures for almoat the entire evenings. In particular Willmorth ard Evans carried
on a duet of Gus upbidding and Everett reaponding with a singsong "and five",

Sale value of originsls was considerably increased by the paintings being tape-
mounted symmetrically on cardboard, an idea of Daugherty's, Auctioneer Erle's
mastil' gstroke was sclling any mumber of Rhode Islands on Loveeraft by offering
them at 50 cents to the first so many people to grab them from his hands. On the
occesions when he had a Phillins (of Portland) abatract painting to sell, Korshak
wasn't always able to keep a straight face; but the bidding of me and others must
have affected him, for he bought the last one himself., Witticisma abounded. A
Lawrence of an elephant elicited the remark, B2I didn't know Dunkelberger had a long
nosc®; an e t in his native habitat: 8So that's where Degler went.l

FIREWORKS

After taking Abby home, Al, Art, and i had refrechments and went up to the
room i shared with Charlea Lucas. Lucas at 'the time was down on the twelfth floor
with such innoesnta as Sandy Kadet, Donald Day, and John Cockroft, diecusasing
gtories, artists,. Dale Hart came into 1326 moon aftor we got there, but, over-
come with hunger, had to leave while the cvening was still young.

Immediately upon arriving we started tearing apart every LASFSer not present,
from Evans to Tigrina, keeping it always on e high psychiatric plane, and presently
even drifted into some more peneral serious discussion., Then Fran Laney and Walt
Liebscher arrived and the mecting swiftly degenerated inte a dirty-joke mesaion.

Next noon bright and early i wag in the hallway at the Bixelstrasse 643, ac-
companied by Cockroft ard others, marking names after the elements on the pericdic
table which covers the wall, Raj Rehm was silicon; Daugherty is boron; Evans
everybody's palladium., Hydrogen we assipned to Willmorth; sulfur to Unger. (Some
of these are rather farfetched, Explaining the lagt: "What'll you sul furj")
Tigrine was identified with tantalum, and Ackerman with actinium, i believe, #87
was the 14 Face; i forget where we put Wheeler. On further consideration, i be-
lieve Evans was bromine. Some of the tie-ups weren't especially funny (Russellms
corium; Gallet gallium; Widncr antimony). And me ran out of villains. I was try-
ing to think of a prize heecl to assign to hellum, but what with titanium and other
elemcnts already assigned, the candidates were all taken up,

It was probably at lunch this day that Tigrina ssid to the waitress BI'm a
fried chickenl, and that i noticed with alarm that T's forefinger is longer than
her midfinger. Thereafter i kept intending to msee whether she cast a shadow or
could be seen in a mirror, but never thot of it at a suitable time. And it was
this day or tha next that Milton Rothman and Ralph Rayburn Phillips carried on'a
diacusaion of which 1 caught the fragment from Milton: 2When people talk sbout

®*Ashley denies this



souls and-spirits, i1 always want to know, are they made out of atoms, or if not
are they wave forma--il and from Phillips: OWell, of course, everything is vib-
rations when you come right down to it.R2

Aa usual things didn't start at the hall till half an hour after the appointed
time, Wo fil]led in which photographing fen in groups and singly, or perched upon
Russ hodgkina's Technocracy-grey automobile, Eventually a rather small congre-
gation was called to order, and Hodgkina took the chair to receive resolutions.

Rothman read a form message signed by Einstein, sketching the sitnation on
atomie information and the need of a war chest to contest military control. He
then proposed that a collection be taken up at the banquet, to be ment to the
National Committee on Atomic Information, and this was unanimously adopted.

Speer next offersd a resolution: HWe deplore the practice of calling our-
selves 'fana' and 'fandom', and believe that the use of thegse wordas sphould be
minimized or evoided, particularly in writings likely to reach the general public.8
It appearing that few people had yet read the combogzine, Speer read his argument
on this subject from Mopsy therein. There was no debate, and the resolution re-
calved more votes in favor than againat.

Joquel, who had just distributed a pamflet of his ldeas on the subject, pro-
posed that a committee be appointed to work out a fully satisfactory decimal
classification syatam. Speer abjected that manuscripts and publications were al-
ready in the mill using a develcpment of the Speer eclassification. Joquel ack-
nowledted the valusble wark that had been done on working out clasgification sya-
tems, but believed that an ideal one hadn't yet been attained. If his proposal
was approved, he would 1like to have on his committee Speer, ‘Russell, Bratton, and
several others. Speer aaid that he would dealine the appointment; that experience
indicated that general publication of a tentative asystem wea better at producing
useful criticism than the appointment of a committee; that it would be a year or
more before anything final along new lines could come out, and that the 1942 year-
book ard the Evans {of Oregen) indexes were ready to roll now., The motion was
adopted by a small vote in favor and only two againat. Later Speer amd Joquel met
to reaffirm friendship.

Tucker, alias Degler, made a motion condemning something or other as a viol-
ation of free speach, preas, and love,

Somehow there now arose the problem of a falr voting system faor chocaing
future convention sites. While the choice for 1947 was already foregone, it was
believed that momething should be dome to weight the ‘votes of the handful who come
from far away to sttend a conventlen, mo that conventions would not be kept in the
anme section year after year,

Next Goldstope arose and moved that the profita of the Paciricon gahould be
turned over to the Foundation. It was as if a current had been run thru a coil
eround the hall: the individual iron filingas subtly alined themselves. Daugherty,
who was in the chair, asked leave to atep down and speak at length (the following
is condensed):

Thia problem that has just been bfot up is one that is of very merlous
importance to me, I have done a lot of thinking about tha subject, and my
ideas are oppased by some people, It will probably take 15 or 20 minuteas
to give you the basic reasons beshind the basic proposals that i intend to
make along this line.

A number of years ago when 1 first came into fandom 1 had a lot of fun
Just boeing & fan. Then 1 got into the trouble of getting interested in some
things. When i came into the LASFS and jolned with this group i got the

idea that we should try to build up the local organization. When i entered

the club was down to 6 or 7 membera, At that time something was needed to

budld it up. I went to work and with some co-operation we built up the LASFS,
And then 1 eaid, and people were laughing at me when i sald there was no
reagson why this club couldn't have a clubroom of its own and a large member-
ship.

(2This ip deep Daugherty,? seid one of the LASFSers; Zyou want to get this down.2)



7 o I I stepped on a few individuala. In Denver
s s MY VETO( | "'\ ' -=just before i went to Denver the LASFS wus
\?C’NE@ PR A A D 7 not in’favor of calling for the mext convention
e (" ( ”f’ wiD to be in Los Angelea. Juat before 1 left I
IR { 547 AT told them, i said {4 intended to make a bid for
vl Y ZZA9TT . LA at the- Denvention, and i would like to make
’ *rr——f{a . that.bld for the Socolety. So they passed a
| {“ |\y rosolution authorizing me to make tha bid on
¢s ’- \1\‘\"’\\‘)/ , behalf of the LASFS. At the Denventikm 1 stood

it i up and even thoaugh 1 was mgking promises aboudt
IR e / L ofs ’ k( the comvention on behplf of the Los Angeles
\I\-.'/ ([.}/ ?/ yC_)/ 34 . ==’ Science Fantasy Sociaty, i wans also saylng wh,t
¢ ) _»'ﬁ S k] sl U b1 promised for myself, regardless of whether
. VRCAYICON COMMITTER the 61w supported me, i intended to see those
fromises carried out. " However, 1 wished it made known that 1 would hesitate in no
instance to step on anyono who got in the way of making this comvention a - eomplete
sucoess. There wps one felloy, who i will not name, who was in business on the
side, and was making a profit of 30 or 40 per cent for himsclf on ths convention
arrangements. I stepped on thnt porson thoroly.,

Now n#- to the Foundation. This has been diecussed around here for a long tima
We intended it to be sct up as a museum and not in any way as a politiocnl a gani-
gation, Here reocently .a group got together at m privete session, an invitational
seasion, end gathored some idenls for the Foundation to establish it. I will nd
eriticize the idoals they set up; thoy ara fine. There is nothing porsonal in my
feelings toward the Foundation. sLaughtor 7 _

But this group gathored them togother as a group of fans, as a group vhe ex-
cluded a lot of fans who had worked on that in the past. After they found out they
had made a mistoke thoy made en invitation for the others to mme into the planning,
but the invitatidn ceme too late. As the Foundation is set up at the present time
a 1ot of work has been done., That work has been done mostly wlthin the past two
months. ‘[Hero he reviewed samg of the plans./ There are mdre things that the
Foundation oan & that will be of welus in yoors to came. But i1 had the idea when
tha convention camo off that something ought to be done with the praofits of -the
convention. In the past the #i nds have boen used as the directors of the conven-
tions wighed. _ "

There are many follows -in the LASFS who have dane more resl work for the con-
vention than i have dona. I hpve just been the figurchead who brot these things
together. . So, altho i was unanimously woted to ba in charge of the convention,
with an absolute veto power, i do not feel that it iz for ma to say what shonld be
dne with the convention profits. It is for all of you. Ploawe do not quote me on
this-emy repa t will not be ready till tomorrow efternconesbut i belisve thers will
be botween 15C and 200 dollars left over fram this convention.

Reoently wo hnd a convention camittee meeting in which we discussed what b
do with the profits. It was passed by all fhe ‘comnittee members who were there--

7 ar 8 people--that the money should be given to the Poundation. Now, when 1 wos
put in charge of the oonvention and ununimously voted a veto power over all actions
of the committee, i docided to use it .aparingly. I never used it dring the planning
for the Pacifiocon; all thru the planning cases would come up where i disagroed with
the majority of the committee, but i always gave in to them, often against my better
judzment, end sometimes events proved my judgment had been right. But i had never
used my veto power. This time, however, whdn they wotad to give the convention
profite to the Foundation, i said, i'm sorry, gentlanen, it will not go to the
foundation. And i vetoad X. _

For months i hnd been thinklng abait what ought to bo done with the convone
tion money. I ssked mysclf, what should i do, should i let the committee deoide,
againat my better judgment, or should i do what i think will be right for the con-
vontion? I came to a deolsion,

It's hard to got n convention sterted, fellows. Ask Korshak; ho'll tell you.
It tokes money, and it takes worka

I will tell you what i think should be t ne with the. profits from this on-
vention, and then i will lcave it up to the fans hore; :and 1 ask you sariously to
think what ought to be dne with the funds, to give it at least a couple of minutoa!
thoug ht. 4



(Pomewhore in the coursec of this speesh, Goldstone rose to amend his motion, but
subsidod whon Dougherty sadd he wasn't thru.)

Ono of the things the convention next year will need to start it off is
holp on publicit{; one of the moin waya of doing this is by distril ting
rtickers. I am preparcd to use part of the funda to get some stickers printed
for the Philadelphia convontions ton differont stickers, well designed, and
five thousand of each. That will be fifty thousand stickors. And one thousgnd
mombership cnrds, well lithographed, on good stock.

(e has some connoections with a lithoing firm,2 whispored an informants )

" This would givo the next convention a roal atart, These stickers and cards
will take probably 25 to 30 dollara. 25 per cent of the balance of that, 1
propose be kept hore and made available to the NFFF, not to use just as thoy
coo fi4, but if they havo szome project for tho good of anll fandom, something
that is ready to go, this money will be available.

The balsnco of that, 75 per cont, would beo put in the bank and held there
for tho Nationegl Foun-=what's it calloed,--the National Fantasy Foundation, to
be held here 6 months, drawing irt erest. 'If at the end of that time the Foun-
dotion hae proved itself, the monay will be turned o er to Forrest J Ackorman
to be used as he sees {it for the Foundation,

(Muttora of Mho'll deocide whether the Foundation has pro_vnd_it.aelt‘?ﬂ)

At presont the Foundation haa started o f with e bang, and loocks like
it's going great. I hope it succeods. I have objectibns to two of the of-
f{cors, men who i think should not have buen considercd beford scveral athers
wore, but there's nothing porsonanl in that. I do see that there is o possi-
bility of friotion caming up theros I see theo possibility of a political
organization coming up there. Alrondy an announcement has oane out by one
fan that there will be ‘an organization springing up to take it over,

If at the exd of 6 monthns the Foundation proves 1tself ascund, that money
will be turmed o or immediantely. '

Thus the substence and something of the manner of the Daugherty apeech;
doubtless there are inaccuracios. Lou Goldstone geined the floar and asked to
amend his resclution to this: Half of all funds and properties of the Ppcificon
Socisty remaning on hand after the present convention aro to be donated to the
Fantasy Foundation, to be administored by Forrest J Ackeman, to be administered
at his omn disereotion for such projects as he considers desirable. Half of all
funds are to be doncted to Profossor Albert Eincstein for the purpose of helping
sproad information on the imperstive nocessity of taking cantrol of ntomic onergy
out of the hands of the military.

Battle wna then jolned. Dapugherty soized upon this change of posit on by
Goldatone as praof thet his auggosted disposition had not been as long and care-
fully ® naidered as Daugherty's. Goldstone sald that in view of the overwhelming
importance of the control of atomic energy, what we should do is give everything
to that fund; tut in order to avold going to much an extreme, he suggested this
50~50 split,

Elmer Perdue, who had soconded Goldstone's original motion, now added to the
confugion by refusing to pemit the modification, A lovely parliamantary tangle
followed, of the sort that makes you lose faith in democracy; and Russ Hodgkins,
buck in the chair, was unable to get things stranightened. Preaently a bit appalled
at what ho'd done, Pordue suggested a way that his stand for the original motd on
could bo voted down, but no wction along that ling was taken. 2If they were slans,
they'd understand it,2 hg muttered, sinking back with his chin on his chest. Luney
turnod around and said, &Yeah, lomo superior--2 adding an epithet. (Later, Paul
Carter locked up the parliamen tary poinmt in RRO or samesuch and said that Elmer
hed been wrong. )

When the surges of parlismantary argumont died down from time to time, there
wros sane di scussion on the principal ‘question. Deugherty, in particular, tried to



estate his position while a call for the question was pemnding. And someone said
=1 objeot to this whole diacussion because it proceeds on an aristotelian basis.=
. Finelly the previqus question, gmending the motion sc as to aplit the profita
50«507 was oallsd and allowed without objection. We proceeded to vots on the 50-50
amendment, and pasged it. Then the prindipal question waa up for vote, but several
who favored the atomic fund, not understanding that the motion was atill to be
paased, failed to vote, and the entire motion was loste

An unfounded repart had been diroulated that we had to be out of the hall by
1600. About 1630 ws finally Yroke Up the conversational groups, and Daugherty be-
camg convinoced that he oculdn't get hie propossd disposition of the funda thru.
fhen asked whether he could report an the amount of the profits mxt day, he aaid
he oouldn't do that if their disposition was still to be deoided; that the state-
ment on profits cald only be included in hik report as a stetement of how they
ware to be diaposed to the varicus puiposda he'd indicated,

PACIFIC INIERLUDE

. Singe the evening'z sesslon was to be upstairs and scmeone else waz to be
meeting in our oonvention, all the stef stuf'f had to be toted up to a storerocom.
In the ocourze of doing thie, i learned that one of the other toters was Bob Bloch,
who, being tumped fwm a plans, hed to take the train from Chioago and missed the
firet day of the affair.

Down on the floor, the argulng groups were dissolving. Tucker remarked on his
being pulled both ways, each side trying to convert him to its way of thinking. I
asked whether Boob intended to atay in Shangri-LA now that he wys hers. 2&NFo, 1'l11
tell you, Jack. Fans are like a lot of other things. They're fun to visit, but
i'd go orazy if i had to live with them all the time.Z2

Some of us stood around on a street cornmer a while--it was still broad da y-
light--and Len Moffatt, who'd been in Nagaseki, showed photographs of the ruina,
Presently a group, tagged by Vig Phillips, moved over to a restaurant for supper
and discussed the afternoon's session while drawing red pants on the memu of the
Golden Rooster. It was ocurious, in view of the tremsndous amount of politiocking
that goea on, that a more definite deoision hadn't been reached as to floor stra- -
tegy. The talk wandered on to other subjects, such as dream expsrimcea.

We adjourned to the grass of Westlake Park and disqussed comics, espeocially
Li'l Abner, the kinesthetic sense,. ilt and i got shoeshines with 'Meriecan polish
and i sgqid if 1t wore oconolusively shown that Russia intends to fight us, ws should
bamb~hell-out«of-them immediately. He says that afternoon wns the first tims he
adnitted to himgelf that things are shaping up for a showdown between the USA and
the USSR.

After sang time the fen arose and wanderad on around the margin of the lake.
ILook,? said Milty, pointing to the graceful fowl upon its surface, "swenl" Andy
Anderscn di reoted us in operations against the other triphibians who waddled about
on the bank, but we netted scarcely a feather. Before leaving the lake, i might
mention that McNutt and a couple of cronies took some pickups boating thereon, who
were snatched fram tham by irate parents in a motorboat.

Back at the Park View Manor, ® nventioneers milled around in the upstairs
halls. Burbees, whose wife was under the weathar, dropped around for awhile and
told his watermelon joke and, by requsat, "I dreamed i was an ppic poem", which
Elmer and Benny compogsed. Milt and others played a piano; camerameh o nferred;
Ashley hand-wrestled with Sandy Kadet end others,

The first session with Thecdore went off pretty wells A saingle spotlight on
the little man's face, in the darkened room, was the only prop meded. His first
three stories were all humorous and samewhat offcolor; the funnieat thing of all
was a bellowing laugh fram Widner that doubled him over in his seat. Due to the
leaking in of nolses fran a dance elsewhers in the building, Theodare did not fesl
able to finish his program . But after the intermission he was psrsusded to return
and deliver the last story. Unfortunately, the interference from out side had now
increased, and his timing and volume control had subtly lost their fine edgs. This
story was a seriars weird, for which, without the transitional int ervening ones,
wae were unprepsred. And finally, soms of us lost the thread € & when the dancers
taking a bresk in the next roam began battering down the folding wall to see whence



theso thundering periods were coming.
Liebscher beat them over the head with a
pop bottle and shoved the wall back into
place,

Many of the audience wore deeply
impressed by Theodoro's performance than
the nbova indi outes i was. He departdd
amid erthuaimatic applauso, after several
curtain callg.

The rest of the wecirdist program
was oming up next. Downstairs, we bot
red pop in dinky little bottles at a
dimo apiece. "God save the OPA", i saig;
the concessionaire didn't like it. As
wo reasserbk d, the drawing on the Out- F SR
slder raffle took place; after numorous ] SRl b 5"l gy
drawings o winncr was found. For some renson, the scheduled recordramas were not
played. Sam Russell was intpoduced and apoke as followsa:

A

B

»

*

For us who like fantasy no explanction of its wvalue is necessary. But if
we gan't give any good ressons to mundane people, a8 wo call them, tho woakmpss
of our position i:s evident.

First and most important is the entertaimment valus of fantasy. Unless
we will be antertaired by a atory, ve won't read it, regardless of the inter-
esting idcea or fino writing it may conmtain.

It goes withart saying that good fantasy must be welldwritten. I will
cornfine my disarssion to the third measure of ites value, the thought corent.

Let mo now distingnish the three principal types of fantasy:

Soience-fiction ®nsl ats of oxtrapolations fram lmown seientific prinei-
ples; it is essentinl that science-fiction be possible 8o far as our knowledge
shows,

Weird fiction is explainable by sane set of principles also; principles
rejected by modern soience, but forming a eoherent and consistent system,

In pure-fantasy, anything can happen, though 1t does not neoessarily do
sos I w1l refer to pure~-fantasy only inecidentally in connection with woeird
fietion, which is my prineipal subject,

The cmphasis in all fantasy is on the nonerenl. The bosis of fantasy is
froa exercise of the imagination. Thls sort of thing we enjoy, we who have .
what has been called the fantasy senge. This sonse can't be explained until
psychology oen give an explanntion for the faculty of imagination, but we
can talk ebout it anywny. A fantasy fan delighte in anything that is new and
strange and wonderful.

Fantagy 5o far oonsista of illusion which we dignify by the nams of art,
In 50 calling it, we are guilty of a fundamentol misconception of the funsetion
of fiotion. I will have to explain this. :

Fontasy ccncoived ns an art would be a mere titillation of the nerves.
Since fantasy deals with the nonresl, from the moral point of view there oould
be no wvalue in it,

Tho misconception ariscs from the exaltation of techniquo at the expense
of mibject matter. If you think a story i1s artistio simply btecause 1t is writ-
ten well, without regard to what it saye., you are only looking at half of the
piobure.

The kind of art that laets iz art which is a reprcsentation of reality--
not reality itself--a represemtation achieved by eelection end arrungement o
material. If you read the words without getting the thought, you are not in
6 position to oxpross appreciatien for the story or to criticize the author.

The interpretation by vhich you find cut the author's meaning ias en
exerd sa of the imaginative faculty in man. Tho faculty involwed in scientiffo
work is reasoning; the faculty of morality is the moral sense; of religionm,
faith. The fooulty involved in art is imaginntion.

A story is a made)l of philoscphical thinking about 1ife as & whole. In
this respact it is distinct fram & solentific work, for science treats only of



particular aspects of 1ife at any ons time. It matters not whather the fic-
tion author intended his s ry tc be a work of philcsophiocal thinking. He in=
evitably reveanls his philscphy by the wny the characters aro drawn, the way the
story oames out, and s0 on.

Though a story does mt pretend to show real life, it reveals 1if'e, be-
onuse wo cannot think of anything which is not in 1lif e; thersfare the story must
be about things of lide,.

The soientist arranges things differently fram the way they are in mature.
Similarly the author selscts and arranges his material. It ig not just any-
thing that can happen in a story. The author can't change his mind halfway
thrus When he has danged his mind, it is obvicus to anyone who has any ex-
perience with lif e,

Figtion is the human side of philsophy. Soience-fistion is the attempt
to experimant with what might happen in the future or in times alternative to
our omne Solence-fiction needs little excuse for X s existemoe. Recent events
have shown ita importances. But how gbout welrd fiction?

In the past tho supernaturnl was belipved to be reale Then, weird stories
were tho same a8 science«fiotion. But now that. science is accepted as the ba-
sis of gaining all lmowledge, waird fietion must stand on a & ffercnt footing.

The real function of the woird in fiction is ite use as myth. We modorns
can uso the lore of the ancients though we don't believe in it any more. Nari
Germany built its Hitler myth ocut of such material. In America great men be-
come myths: ilashington, Lincoln; and Roosevelt, who ia already becoming one,
llot only men but anything we cannot umi erstand with ocur rational minds is
myth material: We would not need myth and it would not exist if we were capabb
of understanding overything. But until people use rationality on éverythirg,
we don't live in the world of mull-A, vhich is yat far off,

The prablen of the atomic bamb is the protlem of man's place in the
universe. Here is surely a subject for myth. Modorn physies 1s reducing the
mattor of fact nature of the universec to a matter of abatraction. So, in
tholr attempts to exp in matter, many scientists such as Eddington and Jeans
have became almost mystioclsts. As long as men do not live in a purely rational
civilization, they will be troubled by things in themsclves that they do not
undarstand, Such a civilizati on will exist only when men have no warps in
their minds, no misdirectionism in their childhood,

[Herc Russell sketched the story of The Castle./ This is not gtrictly
fentasy, but as you osn see it is hily imaginative. Such stories are used as
myth: A supernatural presentation of insocluble problems the human mind is faced
with in the modern world. Lovecraft's oreatures from Outside nre not conzcioua
myth-orentions, but thoy can be urcd as myth. They may be projections of
Loveoraft's neuroses or pcrhape they are the terraors about us in the universe,
here ¢or el sewhare in space. Or perhaps they foretell the doom that awaits man
from hig inability to work out a world in.which he can live in accordance with
the powers he has acquired,

Myth will oontinue to be tho basis of welrd fietion as long as weird fic-
tion has any vital place in literature. Weird fiction, and all art which
nakas living worthwhile, will disappear when the null-A men oome, beocause
human lifa itself will be worthwhile.

THE FUME-FILLED ROOMS

Thruout the evening, Kadet and others had been urging that we get together a
good tull seasion for that night. Accordingly we spread the word around and set
ligutdnants to working, then retired to 1326 to awnit devclopmentz. I went down
egain to feteh some sandwiches and enoocuntered Al, who shortly followed me up.
Milg phored down for mixer to go with a bottle he'd brot. Three fen turned down
gicohol entiraly.

By thiig liam the flood hnd commenoced. Sam Russell, Boob Tucker, AE van Vogt,
Al Ashicy, Art Widner, Andy Anderson, Sandford Kadet, Jack Speer, Charles Luona,
Milcaon Rothman, Rizherd Simmons, OKSmith, Donald Day, Max Sonstein, Niesson Him-
mecl, Honnirg YeDoneld, Bob Hoffman, and one on whom my shorthand is unroadable;
they came in bits and squirta. I moved about boswelling. Laney, Liebscher, and



Burbee arriwed. Jog Selinger reached Los Angeles and found our room. He began
unwrapping a scarf from under his travel-duaty jad et and atarted making a tirban
of it.

Verily, here was a confabulation of fanish luminaries such aa any atefnist
would—give up a date with Lana Turner to attend. But the mob had broken up into
ampll knots of three and four, each guy trying to ocuttalk his groupmates, and this
vas no atmosphere eithar for elevated general disaission or for conspiratorial o n-
triving. So word wae passed among the five Foundation & rectors present and we
slipped away.

- Over at the Commodore in ths room Rothman shared with Evans, Tuoker revealed
that Daugherty had came to him and asked his advice on disposition of the conven-
tion money, saying he'd follow it. We decided to take advantage of thias only to
the axtent of securing his agreement to let the question come up again on the mor-
row, and .concede that the convention could deoide the disposition. The others also
ngreed to my suggestion that we unite in putting across a resolution to guarantes
the atamlic fund 160 dollars out of the collection plus the profits, and glve the
rest to the Foundation. Conversation wanderod a great deal, and EEE came in aa we
worc about to say adieu.

PEACE ON THE NFFF

Next morning i browsed in ths bookcases of Slanshagk and photographed Lucas
and Earys Evans grubbing into the swap stook of Hart and others. Arriving at the
convention hall ahead of most peopla, i wendered about simlessly, helped to bring
down Ackerman's stock and set it up again, watched Rothman practice his aocompani-
ment for Tigrina's songs---they had been canoecing in Westlanke Park--, and was even
reducad to reading same of the convention publications. I might add, before i for-
get, that Milt was T's escort at the fanguet tihe last night; if this had been the
Chicon, rumor would have had thom married before Milton got baok to Philadelphia.

This is a good time to look at the exhibits, too. These were chiefly o mmer-
0igl. 1In addition to Honest Acky's three tables loaded with Forsto fanzines, books,
prozines, and punchboards, there were two tables of Evans, one taken up with pamf-
lets preparod for hls mailorder business in personal gdequaocy, newapaper analysis.j;
snd other tables for seversl more dealera, induding Liebscher. On o small side-
boagrd in one ® rner was a sign "ANTI-NFFF FPROPAGANDA, Take One" and under it a
number of surplus copies of the N3F Ccnstitutiocn neatly set on silvery paper,
gtomped mll over with swastikas, straight out of Deutschland. In gnother corner,
the first day at least, same prires were displayed, chiefly en Outsider lightly
choined to the furniture. There wns a table of Foundation publications, and o
of Paoificon litersture. . Dick Enos wondered about disconsolately hawking prozines
to get fare back to Dallas.

As the warriors gatherod for the afternoon's battles, a change in the atmoe
sphero could be ncticed: irreconcilablility was waning. Rustebar was on the asvene,
ond Goldstann had accepted a compromise proposal. Rusty talked to variai s gladiat-
ors, asked me to let Goldstone's motion be argucd and voted on without aemendments.

At the outset of the session, Specr moved to limit debate to 10 minutes per
spoaker on euch motion cr amendment; this wns adopted without dissent. Daughorty
announced that he wovld not use tho veto ho clanimd he had with reference to the
disposition of the funds.

The now propcsal made no mention of the atomic fund. The oconvention is al-
ready on racord s supsorting that, it was said. Anything we could give would be
only a drop in the bucxet, but anyway we're going to take up that collection at
the banquet. The new proposal wus for the profits to be divided equally betwsen
NFFF a nd Foundation, with ell properties to the Foundation. Speer spoke ageimt
the motion:

I object to the attitude that our cOntribution to the atomic fund will
at best be only a gosturo. We should give, individually and colleotively, in
proportion to our nbility, and the convention preofits aro & measure of our
ability to give as a group. Since the question of a donstion out of @ nven-
tion profits has came up, we should do no lass than use them to guarantee
$150 toc the fund; othoerwise i'm afraid the collection at the banquet may
bring in a lot of anall chenge and not amount to much.,



As to the remainder of the profits, thecre is no use in giving part of it
to the NFFF. The NFFF has a treasury over o hundred dollars now, but hna
nothing on the fire that this donation could be used for. 1Its only two cur-
rent projects /he thumbled a National Fantasy Far/ ere the Finlay portfolio,
which has never toen authorized by a majority of the Board, and Bill Evans's
prozine index, which won't be published till sometime in the future. If this
present motion is defented, i intend to move that the entire balance of profits
over $150 go to the secretary of tho Foundation, which can use it well. I ask
that the motion be dofeated.

Tho N3F becoming the principal issuc, Pat Kenealy, who had joined the Federa-
tion within the hour, snid mpoybe the IIFFF wasn't doing so much now, but with more
projeots, it might amount to a lot; and he challenged the gathering: how many of
them had volunteered to do work for the NFFF? To this there was applause.

Tucker, who had swung round to the Goldstono compramise, rose to mention sev-
eral now NFFF projoots, such as a fanthology, which would call for a lot of money.

Everott Evans spoke es if the NFFF's recession were only a temporary phenomenon,
and emphasized the Federation'e function in brirging in new fen.

Topping a file of National Fant,sy Fans, Spoer answered Kenealy that the N3F
hed had projects till Hell wouldn't have them, but had carried out practically none.
The Neff and the Foundation wouldn't competo, he 8ald, because the Foundation was
set up to get things done, but the NFFF did nothing but overhead work, enrolling
members and revising its gonstitution.

Spirited, but not bitter, di soussion went on for soms time, and finally thera
were calls for the question. 1B8-16 wne the vote, and Daugherty announced, "I am
afraid the resolution is pasaed."

Daugherty then gave his report, showing e profit of $150, mora or less. Ha
also detailed the sources, but i presume they will be published elscwhera.

In the course of his report, he announced that a promiment New York fan had
kept us from getting any cormt ributions from Amazing Stories by sonling a letter to
Ziff stating in behalf of fandm that Palmer didn't know how to run a prozine,
Palmer had been ready to send us an ad and auction pieces, but Ziff killed i . Reac-
tion to this was mixed at fiprst, but several, including that Ackerman extensien,
Laney, condemned this anonymous New Yorker at whose identity we were all furicd'y
guesaing. Deugherty said the documents were at home; he'd bring them down on the
morrow. Loney asked assurance that a rosolution of condemnation would be enter-
teined at that time. Another sentiment, to which your servant adhered, considered
eny help from Palmer tainted money.

After the financial part of his repa t, Daugherty began calling on hard workers
to take a bow: Goldstone, Evans, llart, Mrs Daugherty, Ashley, Laney,. Although ex-
ception was taken when Evans wanted to give oredit to an o ganization which had
helped us in every way, the KFFF, goodwill was beginning to bubble up; it frothed
over in applause as Tucker ros=e to say he didn't think our director fDaugherty) waa
any damn good. Evang glso suggested applause for Tigrina and Abby Lu, and other
suggeations oame from the floor.

With the openipg of the LFFF session, Evans took the chair and read a speech
on these lines:

My first fan eotivity was to attend the Chiocon. There i found whet i had
wanted all my life. Later, perhaps beosuse i am older than most of you, i
began thinking sericusly of the future of fandom. I heard about the NFFF, and
suggested that the Denvention set aside a time for long-range planning discus-
sion. Chauvenet, the first president, nominated me head of the Long-Range
Planning Committee. My gamittee worked for months on plers. Then Chauvenet
told me he was not running for president again and suggested i1 do so. As you
all know, that election was never held, but i drafted a slate of oendidates
and got them approved by the membership., Just ons we were getting under way i
had to be away for a year. Al Ashley served as president during my absence,
and upon my return i took over again and things were soon going pretty well,
and we got a now constitution. With s membership crowding two hundred, i felt
that my work wns done-~i knew that my abilities were more in the organizing
line--s0 since i was caning to California, i asked Bob Tucker, the vicepresi-
dent, to take over. At my insistence, Walt Dunkelberger ran for president far



the next year and was elected. —

Sither beonusa Dunk does not have a
talent for getting along with people, or ,,_Q,f\o‘}[” ’ | RISE ON
T\CHN 2;’ A PCINT
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Politics need not and should not be playad ms a game In the NFFF. To seek
to play politics with such a group to its detriment cannot be done without
hurming or destroying its. °

There are many who have said there is no project the NFFF has done which
could not have been done by a amall group of individual fans. This is a state-
ment which i will fight with-all my might., It is natural in a group of indi-
vidualists such as we are, that most of the work should be done by individuals.
But the president of a group such as the NFFF can co-ordinate that work. It is
impossible really to urderstand the functions of this office unless you have bem
one ya rself. The president hears glmost immediately of a projeot that any group
ie plenning. Often also i received splendid suggestions of things to be done, and
i would seock out fans who could do that. You camnct realize what a task it is to
get certain things done. - :

While we are here, i would like to get yoaur opinion on whether a national
organization is necessary, and suggestions for it. I than.k you all for the help
you have given in the-past;

And now i would like to read a message from our president, Walter Dunkelber-
gert

It is with great rogrot that 1 must send this messape ' rather than be present.
I vvould 1ike nothing better than to talk over with you all the problems which
confront our great organizaetion. Please all your suggestions to Everett Evens,
my porsanal ropresentative.

Early last fall it was rcported to me that one of the men who was running
for director wns bragging that he would bust the NFFF or Dunkelberger if Dunkel-
berger was eleoted. I therefore found it necesaary to withdraw my cndorsement
6f this cendidate. DHNevertholess he was elcoted, though with a low vote. There-
upon, his conduct in tho board discussions justif® d the reporta i had heard,
as he devoted his letters almost entirely to personal attacks upon me. Person-
alities havae no placo in these disaissions. /Laughter./ In order tc aveid this
trouble, i oliminated myself from board discussionas, turning them over to the
chairman of the board. Harry Warner got wind of the plot agaimst the NFFF by
two of the direotors, and wrote me that he would do somothing to bring it out
into the open. The individual behind this plot fell into the trap, stating.
thnt he could personally guarantee that ufter the Pacificon there would be an
organization to take the plgce of the NFFF.

In view of this state of affairs, i have issucd a decolaration of emergency.
This deolaration in effect freezes nll of the officials in gll but routine busi-
ness. I would like your ideas glbut yhat to do pbout these disloyal direotors.
I believe that an atil tude of tolerance should prevail in fandom, partimlarly
towgrd new fans, but unfortunately same older fans do not feel that way. I have
becn hampercd in settlng up seversl projeots because of some of the beard members'
attitude toward rcw fans, But i1 beliove that by meking the fullest use of rew
fens, the HFFF will be oble to go on to graster sehievements in the future.

I oull upon you all, &o.

By precrrangement, James Hevelin was now rocogni:zed:

I don't have any proparod spooch, but there are sevoral things i can say



about this matter, and maybe clear up some things.

I think that this about a plot to disaolve the Neff is largely due to some
unfortunate misunderstandings. The socalled competitive organization that Dunkel-
berger heard gbout was the Foundaticn; samething that Laney said in a bogrd le tter
made him think that this plot was being formed. The reascn the Foundation was
kopt under cover while it was being organized was so we would have something @ ne-
rete, and some real accomplishments, to present when we asked for people at the
convention to contribute to it. But the Foundation is not intended to gompete
with the NFFF or any other fan arganizationm.

Perhaps Dunkelberger's inability to get along with the board has something
do with ceusing this misunderstanding. Fersonally, i think the situation could
have begen handled better by him. Laney and i are the two directors he refers to
as in the plot; the other possible one is Harry Warner. The way this dissolution
suggestion came up was this: On the trip i made this spring, when i W sited Haryp
Warner, i found that he and i agreed that the KFFF seemed to be tottering. At
that time it appesred that we were getting nothing dne and were almost broke
financially, ani had received practically no new members and not enuf renewnls.
Since then a secretary's report hag come out which changed the look of things.

#e now have over a hundred dollars in the treasury, and about 170 members.

Speer sgays the Foundation doesn't compete with the Neff because the Foun-
dation does things and the Heff daesn't. I'm sorry, but i can't entirely agrees.
I think there have becn several new fans brot into fandom by the NFFF who would
not have come in othdrwise. We need an organization to go leooking for these
new fans, and an organization to point to when they want to know what fandam is,
Eventuslly tho Foundation may be able to start bringing in new fans like this.
They aren't set up to do that now. The Neff is a elub; it has an official o gan
and o roster. That's the sort of thing that a newcomar looks for.

I disagree with those who say there ghould be no politios in the NFFF. The
NFFF does have a political end to it; it has eloctions evefy year. Last year,
it's true, there wmsn't much opposition for most offices; that should be correc-
ted next time. =-~Thg new member down thero brot up a good point in asking how
many members had volunteered to help run the NFFF; that's what we need.--The
Roundation is nonpolitical. It consists of Ackerman and a toard. There are no
politics in it because there are no elections,

These two organirations are different, snd i think they can exist side by
side and both be of benefit to fandam. The Neff is primarily to bring together
fans and carry out what projects they can. Tha Foundation will work for two pur-
poses, the museum, and publications such as Laney has desoribed.

It's true that in the first part of this year the board approved practioally
nothing thet Dunkelberger suggested. They have followed their best judgment in
doing thia. Flnally Dunk said he would drop out of board disa ssions and inten-
ded to go ahead without board approval on what projects he thot we needed, and if
the board wouldn't approve the Neff publishing them, he would do it privately,
and any profits would go to him.

The Neff is not on its last legs. Warner, Widner, and Dale Tarr have all
said they may run for president in tho elections this fall. 1 think any of them
would make good presidents. I am not anti-Dunkelberger, but i belie ve that in
this office either he or the directorate lacks the necessary ability.

Well, for anybody that didn't have any prepared speech, i've talked a lot.
Let's throw the floor open to discussion now,

This speech, mincing no words, maming names and stating issues, had an import-
ant effect on the discussions.

Rothman apoks briefly, noting he'd been samgwhat playing both ends agaimst the
middle, being a Foundation director, and holder of a e ttar from Dunk saying ZFight
for the NFFF!"-; he believed it had been a misteke to keep the -Foundation plans
secret, because theoy didn't stay e seoret, but started rumoras buzzing, and Dunk
leaped to econolusions.

Al Ashley, wha seldom spenks himself in public and then takes three times as
long as netessary to say sanething, wanted to know whero Dunk got the idea that he
had Warner lay & trap for anybody. This part of Dunkelberger's message wns reroad.
Al also inquired, unseriously, whether freeczing the treasury froze income--referring



to Konealy's dues.

Speer spoke early in this disoussion, ‘pointing out that the NFFF orisias had
laated {ive years and the ond was not in sight, nor wore there aocomplishmanta to
point to. Comparison of the treasury reparts end roster, he said, showed that many
of those retaimd as mambers had not paid any dues for 1946, end the treasury had
been aspared the expense of TNFFs. rie had lost confidence in the NFFFP's viability.

At Laney's request, Rusty found in hig file the Warner bombshell and the Laney
blurt, and handed the file to lLaney to red, in its context, the "perm nal guarantee”
whioh was asoribed tc him.

Art Widner gave aoms explanation of the gap betwesen the garly slow returns on =
renewals and new membera, and the recent more prosperous report,

As Speer was given the floor again, it waa moved and accepted without objeotion
that cach speaker's time ghould be limited to 3 minutes (this was ignored later),
and the N3F seaslon end at 1700. Speer then stated that thae realistioc and fair
statements and explanations that had been given by Hevelin and octhers had al tered
his opinion so that he was willing to remain in the NFFF and see if it could still
become mething of value. He notod the large loss of aotifen on the last roster
report, which weakened the organizptionls powsr to earry out projeats, and mske d
for discussion on what should be done to revivify the olub. This was applauded, and
the desired disoussicn followad, '

Laney apoke of Dunkelberger's fallure to present a program for thes year to the
board. As a matter of information, Evans asked if the Board had ever moved to est-
ablish a program on its own. Though Laney had made some suggestions, nothing defi-
nite along this line had taken place. Several speakers placed much of the bleme
for the NFFF's condition on Dunkelberger's defects. Evans then gsked if impeach-
ment had ever been suggested. Laney replied that he'd been very reluctant to men-
tion suoh a thing, partioularly as Dunk's neighbor waa vicepresident, though he had
- intimgted it a time or two. i

Someone then voiced n general feeling that if Dunkelberger would stand aside,
the board of direoctors should attempt to guide the arganization during the remain.
der of the year, end we would hope for batter dsys in 1947. Evnna stated fram the
chair that he saw now it had been a mistake to urge Dunk, who worked well under
somebody else, to run for president; and asked permission to write Dunk, presenting
the suggestion in his own way. Some motion to this effeot was put én the floor and
unanimoualy adopted.

Laney, who had suggested that it go into that motion, now rasnewed his request
that he and Hevelin be clgaured of ponspirmoy against the organizetion. Evans said
he would entertain a motion resolving that the diresctors fere ocleared of & arges of
treason agaixe t the NFFF. Speer objeoted to the uss of the word "treasan" relative
to a fan orgenization, and moved that 1t be deolared the sense of the meeting that
Laney should be retnined as a director ¢f the NFFF. Daugherty s® od up and made
some arguments about the general NFFF issue, but following him there were o0alls for
f vote on the question, and the motion was passed without dissent.

The era of good feeling seemed now tg have arrived, and reached its peak in
the generel epplause bestowad as Tuoker re-presented to Evans the NFFF award of
meriE that Dunkelberger had sent him to give Tripolji. ‘Laughter, and ealls of “"ego-
bool

We were poaltively wallowing in sweetness and light and the NFFF session
closed and Daugherty caeme forward to read the Ziff letter. It burned out that the
damaging oommunication geme from Raymond van Houten of New Jersey, and was merely a
copy of an anti-Lemurian "news release". As he read on, there were nods of agree-
ment about the assembly, and Rothman murmured, 2I'm going to move that we adopt
that letter.? Concluding his reading, Daugherty said that while many of us might
agree with the writer's opinion of the Shpver mythos, he had no business making a
daclaration in behalf of all fand m.

Various speakers declared that the article seemed relatively harmless, that
many articles like it had apponred in fanzines, referred to the fate that had overa
taken Palmar, and said that wo didn't need Amarzing's money. Laney, =till irked at
the Foundation's loss of the profits that would hgve coms fram Amazing's oontribu-
tions, suggested that a copy of the convention booklet, whioh had a page devated
free to the Ziff-Davis Ampzingcomettail (tho it was included for old times' sake),
be sent to Chicagos; Daugherty said this had al ready been done. Perceiving the sen-



timent of the assembly, WJD accepted a suggestion to drop the matter (there being no
motion on the flcor), with the statement that he had merely wished to lay the faota
before the fons, for such action as they wished to take.

Paul Skeeters announced that his home out in one of the nearby towns was open
to visitors and customers, and gave detalled directions for reaching it. The session
udjourned. And the morning end evening were the third day; and FooFoo looked and
said that it was good.

THE MASQUERADE BALL WHICH wAS NEITHER MASQUERADE NOR BALL

Costumers began stumbling together and were ocslled to order around 2030. The
chairs were arranged in a solid block in one half of the room, and before it the
mizrophone had been set up in a pavilion. Daughert had a list of aots which could
be put together to make up a program until the main attraction arrived, the girl
who had unoffieiaelly (very) been chosen by the gonvention g8 the girl we would most
like to be marooned on the moon with so the papers would have a cheesecake peg on
which to hang a c¢omvention writeup several days befa e.

With a l1ily in his hand and a softplaid shirt, Walt Liebscher made a good
Oscar Wilde. He was called on to boogie-woogie soms. Daugherty game a pantomime
of a returning degfan eatching up on his reading and trying te deteet the source o
a mysterious stink. Perdue gave somo mors boogie. Daugherty pantomimed a man--he
said fan--with a tough steak. Bradbury wgs called on and declined to perform.
Rothman played the Ritual Fire Dance and an encore,

Daugherty announced that they'd been unable to obtain the film for Turnabout,
which had becn schedule d for the Sunday session; and that One Milllon BC was the
subctitute. The Dunwich Horror, scheduled for Sunday, would be given this evening
instead. Tigrina corrected an announcement of Daugherty's, saying that visitors
could oome to see the Ack collections, but wouldn't be able to visit Forrest. It
was announced that Mornday morning s beach party would leavo fraom Slanshack Fro Tem.
Skeeters repeatsed his snnouncement.

About thia time Perdue game into the room leanding an exeellcnt replica of Fran-
kenstoin's moneter. The job had been done by a movie makeup man, though not fram
Universal. It was oomplote with thiecksoled shoeg, shabby tooshort coat, and the
rod stioking through his neck. Thg acalp had g lot of scar tissue, the face was
ghastly, the lids loaded, the h,nds lined. Undorneath it &ll, i presently recog-
nized Bob Hoffman. Elmer handed WJD g note from Dr Frankenstein, which he read,
and gave a roceipt for the monster. At Elmer's arder, it sat down on the front row
where it sgat 1mpaasively with its hands on its kneos and scared the daylights out
of the girl woe'd most like to be wrecked on the moon with when she arrived. Elmer
wont back to holding hands with 2 wanan he met by placing an ad in Writer's Digest,

Tigrina desoribes her costumg es Dracula's Daughter, but it didn't follow any
movie. It wns all black, spangled with black sequins. A headpiece like Batman'e
wng at first sccompanied with a black eyemask, the only mask at the mpsquerade. El-
tow=length gloves, bra, and tights from waist to ankle, with over all s peekaboo
cloak. She sang a couple of songs of her own gpomposition, accompanied by Milton
nssigted by Rooster,

Someone stood up and recited a version of M.ry Had a Little Lamb., Liebscher
told an anecdota end gave his moroniec sewmg-needle trick. Daugherty pantomimed a
shaver and a brat. His kinesthetie sense iz defective. And a butcher and a brat.
Liebscher played his Pacificoncerte. Milt says he had certain themes, but put them
together differently every time.

About this juncture finally arrived the girl we'd most like to be wrecked on

KBH | the moon with. She was a cosmetio-caked blonde
MRD u'% who looked unutterably btored to everycne ex~
I DH oept the photographer. An intermission was
\/ qE\ \ called for photographs, and all the rugged ind-
! jvidunlists docilely moved about hers and there
; } / \\ ;) on the gtairway and elsewhere as those most
Gﬁ\ | \ ‘:;-' o | | absclute autarchs, the photographers,. bid them.
= NS V‘f }‘ You may have gained the impression that
{ up to this time the party was pretty dead. It
i~ was. During the intermission fen wandered
~' around looking for somecone to talk to, or sat



or stood alone, somg even reading. Fron fervently wished for a bowl of icebreaker.
Rothmon had some coples of an axcellent onenot playlet on the atomioc war, whiech, he

had tho fantastic idea, might be put on by players resding their parts after look-
ing them over once.

Savernl more pnd better gostumes orrived. =
Evans brot out his Bird Man of Rhea for a short /! |J‘;.‘3)
time. Darlyne Adams turned up with a quaen-fa.y'aﬂfa- N9 l MEINJ Wi
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bora in Myrtle Douglas, whosc Snake Mothor cos- l
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the walst and extending some two meters for- __ ' //!’(\E \
vard as Myrtle lay on several cialrs, posed : - y = ‘\i

"or photos, and watohed the proceedings. Sir oy S | | OT
B.rinsssman Neisson RGA Himmel turned up in a 8 P -‘,',‘ f
${clen Dormouse costume, and Andy Anderson H3 (ef Angy [ RACESE LS )

szecipitated himself upon the orowd garbed as o
ficisn Bradleigh. He says while ho was changing into it, a couple of men from upe
stelrs camo into the little room and backod out again hastily and in eonfusion, I
think Andy should have had one of the costume prirzes.

He renscembled and Walt boogied scme more. Tucker, Daugherty, and Wheeler
put on a skit reflecting on Tucker's worldliness, Daugherty's masculinity, and
#,.e=cler's domurity. Art didnor was intwo duced and announced that he, Tucker, and
Achley wore tae judges of the costumes.

The next part of the program consisted of castumed ones performing something in
churroter. Art Jogquel, in red and black robes, come forwnrd and read the coven of
a Plack mass out of an awesomelooking book. Due to the hard glare of tungsten
1ights {only at the end of the evening did someane discover how to turn them off),
the saevhiat singsong voice into which Alojo fell, and his unfierce visageo, this
wos not s0 offeclive as it should have been.

Thore worc n considerable number of hi priests and prlestosses in additien to
J2queli. Ralph Rayburn Phillips went around in the robes of a Tibotan Buddhist,
wnish paople usually misguessed by at least 50 degrees of longitude, and oxtended
two fingers over everyona's head with a benediction "Peace, peacel!™ Charles Lucas
was wranped up as a priest from the Island of Captein Sparrow. Mras Daugherty wns
a hl priestcss, and Pat Davis of North Corolina cmame as Quanna.

Paul Carter's costume consisted of an authoritative Idaho cowhoy outfit and a
good patter in a Texas apccent. Kimball Carse McFutura of the Bar-A ranoch (non-
aristotelinn). iHis six-shooters were mental, of course. I ashould mention now
geveral other minimum-ocoatumes, in addition to Liaebscher?!s. Len Moffatt was a
vampire and Pat Konealy wavered between anather one and being C-th-ulhu, both with
ruther ghaatly makeup and somo nlterutions in the wny they wore their heir and
conts. Doneld Day h.d a lot of good tendrils in his wig, but soon shed them.

There vrore also sevoral oostumes like Heinlein's of the Denvention. Diok Encs
vore a sign saving on one side "Tendrilless Slan" and an the other "Baldy with wig".
Van Vogt viore a little paper lupel plece which symbolieslly indicated burning the
oandle (endoerine?) at both ends. Rothman was a young man of the early atcmic era.
1 forzet who carried o card from the plainclothgs divigion of the Interstellar
Space Patrol. Oliver King Smith was a mgterialization of thought-energy, the
Tucker tale hgving besn told the first day. I suppose Elmer Perdue was fram The
Lost Aeekend. Let me see, who was the Galaotie Moron?

fihen the displays were ended, the judges went into a huddle amid anticipatory
cries of "We wuz robbed!" and the congress recessed, By this time, withcut arti-
fioial aids, the purty's spirit had warmed up a bit. Someone started popular and
valtz records running on the p a and there was dancing in the cleared half of the
room, the only dancing at this ball. I vms called out into the hall where a human
acquaintance of Ruj-AbLu and Dule Hart liad some fotoflood equipment and they de-
sired my assistance, in the fond bolief that i had worked with fotofloods before.
Abvy Lu was wearing a plastie bracelet with a Lens on it, and an evening dress.
Dale @wcs8 all gotten up after Rogers! cover painting of the Sewnd Stage Lonsman,
but for lack of the supertextiles of the Galactiec Age, the costume somewhat ham-



pored his movements. Sitting dewn he couldn't bend more than 60 degrees at eithsr
joint, and getting up was g major operation. But it made a good foto of the two
to send to Doe Smith. I hope it made a good foto.

then we came together again, Daugherty did e plece of magic to fill in time
ti1) the judges reported. As you may heve heard, the prizes for best characteri:za-
tion went to Joqueol, Himmel, and Carter. Most elaborate coatumes were Douglea's,
Hoffman'a, and Davia's. For ingenuity in making eostumes, Dsle Hart got first,
Tigrina secmnd, end Lucas third. One of the judgea agreed with me about Anderson-
Bradl eighe

Thghevening ended with the playing of the Dunwioh Horror recorda. For this
occasion the lights wero turned out and groups gathered in two corners of the hall
around the loudspeakers. This is no place for a review of Colman's play, but it
may be remarked that the recordings were complete with commercials for somebody's
wins  and that if wo hadn't lnown the Cthulhu mythos, we could hardly have gathered
it from vhot we could understand of the drematization. Still, it was samething of
a thrill to hear a thoroly Lovecraftian story played by a famous actar,

As the lights came up again, we saw Elmer, apparsntly in scdden slumber, sitting
alone in the midst of the ochalr section. We tapped his kneea for reflexes and got
no responae; some think he wea awake and consciously inhibiting the kick.

We adjourned to the Golden Rooster. At one time in the course of the snacking
i counted fourteen fen in the place, and don't believe that was the peak. I sug-
gasted to some stefnists that we take over the place and throw all the humans out,
but they didn't seem to be in an aggressive mood, though several were having coffee
instcad of milk,

While McNutt, Anderson, Kadet, and 1 were sitting in the booth eating, Kadet
began an extemporaneous lecture on The Intellectual Approach, which he broke off
embarrassed every time the waitress camec around, then resumed as she departad.

What with remarks, objeotions, and digressione from his students, the talk wasn't
oond uded until 2% hours later up on triple-13. We must hove been audible all over
that nonexistent floor, but apparently no hupans troubled to protest to the hotel
manafgement,

Sanjy Kadet, incidentally, was the discovery of the Pacificon. This 17-year-
old scion of a welltodo Michigan femily in Chicago took the conventioneers by storm,
and if the LAcon had lasted s week, might hyve become the #1 face immediately. By
the end of the four days he had Laney oringing in fear of being run out of fandm,
end i was dashing about on errands such as rournding up gabfests for him. Even the
elegvator lady went out of o r way to remark, "He's such a fine young fellow'!

THE SANDS RUN OUT

All this time 1 had beon wanting to get to a typewriter to writs up this ac-
count wirlle events were still fresh in my mind. To this end, i had invited myself
out to Laney's Sunday morning, little realizing vhat a wreck he used for a type-
writer. Quiggy answered my ring and much later a blearysyed and mussyhaired F
Towner appeared in his pajamas.

After he got dressed he showed off his filing oabinet, pulled
out a letter fram Zissman on the Futurian breskup, and left me
reading it while he went for milk. He returned, and between
talling about any old thing, we got spamoe at his dosk cleared
off, and i bogan writing up my notes. That morning i got no
further than the middle of my notes on van Vogt's speech, and
was naturally chagrired when it was announced that afternoon
that camplete copies were available.

Shortly before noon i joined Fran in same more breakfast.
At the table and afterwnards while we waited fretfully for
Jackle to return with the ear, he gave me the lewdown on psreon-
alities and politics in the LA dub. I'm galways amazed at the
spectacle of overwhelming centrifugal forces failing to tear the
Lasfas apart.

To begin the afternoon's program there was a specch by a
reprasentotive of the Federation of Pgpsadena Soientista (affilia-
ted with the nationsl o ganizetion), on civilian control of
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atomia energy. I underatand his speech iz available to read, but a oouple of epi-
grams that found their wany into my notebook were: "You must not beoome bored with
it, because it may kill you anyway." After mention of 40 million Americans deed in
the first hours of the atomic war: "I think the circulation of seolence-fiction
would drop very seriai sly in such a case."” Applause. He displayed a diagram of a
hypothetionl longrange rocket bomb, which was tacked to the rostrum for subsequent
inspoction. At the end of his talk and the formal question period, he received sua-
toimc d applauss, the longsst of the entire convention. Tho messagc, howover import-
ant, not being delivered in extraaordinarily good fashion, i was moved to sudpect
that the fcn wore applaouding so enthusianstically as a substitute far taking more
ingorveniont action. But perhaps i do them wrong; it may be the idea was to show
that, deaplte the devotion of most of our program to stefnistic telk, pulphack
proise, and triviel strife, we had a better idoa of the relative importance ef things.

Hext business was bida for the noxt convention. Laney had come prepared to en-
tor a dramatic bid for Fargo in Porty-Seven, but the scientist's speech had put him
out of the mood. After Rothman made Philadelphia's bid, Boob Tuecker nominated Fargo
but the chair congiderod it dilntory and frivolous or sam thing.

Donald Day's specch, unontieingly billed as "The History of Seience Fiction"
started out unpromisingly with a review of the welllnown publishing chronology of
the pros. Ho did have same stetistics on the peak year of pr 2ines which are not
easily found elsswhere. In the latter part of his speech was a surprizing amount
of interest, he announcding the rank in order of numbor of appearances of the most
productive authors. Groans and applause showed the o nsensus of sentiment ns each
hack ar old stondby vwas named.

It was probably ofter this sitting that Laney took a pack of jarzshounds, Roth-
man, Perdie, Widner, and Kadet, ocut to his place to hear reocords. I spent these
precious hours around the Mayfair not doing much of anything. Presontly Lucaa and
i wont down to the eireetcar stop and who should camg from the direotion of In-
graham Street but the Director. :

®Hell, Jack, what do you think of the convention. Have you enjoyed yourselflZ

Z%Yes indecd. But i don't feel like i've had enuf fighting to do me for another
wholo year.Z

He lnughed and said he'd figured as much, I said we'ra all good demoorats
though and scocept the will of the majority when it comes to a vote. On the trolley
he seld a poker party of seven was being gotten together for that night in hia
placo, 10 perocent of each pot to go to the atomie fund, and no one to be allowed
stay in after losing 10 dollara. Everett, Al, Art, and others would be there;
would i be interested? 1 thanked him, tut snid 1 wanted to try ® get out a Stef-
news af'ter the fanquet, and had soms desperate idea of trying toc type same more on
my convention writeup.

When wo finally found chairs at the banquet table, no one tothered to take up
our tickets. Scvoral celbrities present who hadn't been there the first day were
introduced, notably R § Richurdson. Richard Meyer had turned up in Navy blue and
was introducod, little reouliring what a legend had grown up around the name Meyer
for other reasons.

Van Vogt made a fow remarks anent hls nddress. He semid pecple when they meet
him always ask ™ihat did you mean--?" in somothing or other. VV hadn't expected
such a dromatic demonstration of the dangers of exhausting your endocrinec reserves
as Ackerman had shown. But AE had thot, lockinpg at Forry, that he was on his glends;
AE was too. And the apeech had spent some time on the subject of voice training,
and the next night comc Theodore with his mnpgnificent voogl powers

Tripoli had pr eparad a book of blunk pages between Combotine corers, which was
passed about the table for attenders to write notes therein to 4sj.

Bob Bloch wza introdyced and eracked a few jokes. Leigh Breckett was at the
fanquet, and remarked only that she wrote all Bradbury's stories and he did all her
public speaking. Daugherty filled in with patter here and thers. As he was about
to tell one story, Perdue gravely arose and walked out, followed by applause. Brad-
bury was introduced and tried to run through same o0ld routines with WJD, but his
mamory had grown rusty. Bop Olsen told some persanal anecdotes. The prize monay
for the costhmes vas presentad.

Rothman rose and rerend the letter fram the Committee on Atomis Information,
and received the baskets which were to be circulation for the collection. ZI¥e
don't want ohange,” he said, dropping a 20-spot for himself and Goldstons, Zwe want



soma of this green stuff.l

While the money was being oauntod Tigrina announcéd the winning name on a
punchboard--"atf"-~and Daugherty had it. They ealled Hornig up to the mike to aay
something, gnd he esald he'd been cut of the busimess for so long he was embarrassed
that he's still dug up; but applausc indipated that he was well remembered. Bob
Olsen oame back and told how when he was down and out during the early thirtiea
eoientifictionists had stuak by him, particularly Hornig.

It was mannounced that the collection had made 3107. A later coﬂtrib.ztion brot-
that to £112. 1 don't know what the poker game netted.

Miscellaneous thanks tapered thinss off. Douglas to her carrlors. Liebssher
said for himself ard all the Lasfas thot he wished he could have "been with everyom-
for two days. Wldner thanked Slanshack for bunking him, and Selinger Willmorth.

Next the floor wana cleared for the showing of One Million BC, which many'of .
us had already seen. At the very end of the intermission, 1 entloed Laney, Rothman,
Eadet, and Anderson away, and we retirpd upon Bixel Street,

There, after some delay at assembling materials and getting s place to work,
we buokled & wn in Wiedenbeck's room, somg writing up the news, others dummying,
others stenciling,. I sat on a high stool and oracked a bullwhip at the staff while
eycing twin Finlpys i'd been outbldden for at the suotion, and the excellent and
consch entious Wiedenbeck clay soculptures, ond wondéred if Jack sgroed with WJD that
if any fan wanted samething of his enuf to steanl it, he'd give it to him.

Presemtly the work wam at a point whore the tnm juniors could keep it moving,
and ¥Fran, Milt, and i started out for a bite to eat. We encountered Bob and Mari
Beth, ond after tal!dng swhile on the steps, and telling Joquel we'd donated hia
prize money to the atomio fund, the five of us hunted up a restaurant crowded with
Sundsy midniters. While we glared at diners and wnited for a table wo stuok oents
in a weighing machins, and Konal-tpall FTL wes astounded to discover that he out-
woighed me by a bare kilogram. After much talk over 1ittle food, we returmd to
the pleasant jumble of the Pro Tem livingrogm. K Liebscher and Hart were thers,
gmong others. Rooster denying he hud anything o do with it, we discussed the
scurvy triek of sameons in sipgning Wolt's name to a telegram to Fargo. .

The publication of Stefnews had moved over ipto ths olubroom, and stencilat-
ting went on slowly., Fran had to go to work at 0800 and Anderson was to ride back
with him to LA 7, but he stayed long enuf to show Kadet how to run the mimec on
one page, and to see an item written up, whigh he greatly retarded with discourase
about cabbagea and kinga.

At last Sandy and i got the ladt sheet run thru and left the clubroom by the
dawn's notsoecrly light. After a few hours' sleep i was up again, packed, and
returmed to South Bixel. There i made a halfhearted effort to type some more of
this story whiles a bunch arrived and departed on tha beech party. While walting
for Al to drive me to the ticket office, i talked a 1ittle with Widmer, but this,
like the discour se under Korshak's hammer, wos too short to booame integrated.
Another conversation almost atarted as we severally shook Boodbye, but the clook
did not permit. 2

ZDammit,” gaid Al as he slowed down for a stoplight, %1 wantéd to got with
you and talk over a lot of things, but it just seems like we haven't had any time
at all together.t

I think that goos for all of us.
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WHAT IS fjﬁ VER HALL?

Edwin M. Chnton I, N\anagmg Editor

WHAT IS TROVER HALLY? It is the flrst publishing house to deal
exclusively in original fantasy and sclence-fiction. That's im-
portant enough right there. Think that over. The first publishing
house to offer in book form to fans--to the general reading public--
the best Ln this, perhaps the most vital form of literature. TROVER
HALL 18 not a reprint house. We publish gnly orlglnal gcience-

fictlon fantesy.

WRAT 1S TRU HALL? It is a concrete attempt at the longtime
dream of the fantasy fan and professional alike. TROVER HALL {s
.proud of the fact that by its very existence, and by its avowed pur-
pose, it is filling an obvious gap in modern American literature and
publiahtng You know, we all know, what that gap is: seldom does
the fantasy end sclence-fiction that long-established book publiah-
ers offer to the public measure up to the high standards set by some
of the better magazines in the field. There are exceptions, of
coursa, but thoy are rare. Thus TROVER HALL offers the first oppor-
tunity for the naturally selective taste of the fantasy enthuslast
tc be adequately satisfled. No need to wade through dozens of in-
ferior pulp stories to stumble scross that one memorable work that
justifies the search. That sad condition exists because heretofore
the magazines have offered the only market for the kind of materlal
that we know as modern fantasy and science-fiotion; and the maga-
zines cater to vast audiences with widely varylng tastes. TROVER
HALL, founded and operated by long-time followers of soclence-fistion
and fantasy. plans to give you that kind of materihl consistently;
the material that, through all the hack and pulp of the years, has
cropped up now and again to make you---you--the frn you are today.
That, then, is the avowed purpose of TROVER EHALL.

'WHAT 1S TROVER HALL? It ls yours. It belongs to all of the
fans and aficionados of our form of literature. It belongs to you
because it wishes always to be regarded as a fan itself--a pro-
fessional, to be sure, but always & fan. TROVER HALL is yours, to
make of it what you will--its success depends largely upon your
ragponse. You will hear more fram TROVER HALL in coming months.

Of {tas first publication, a aselection of fine fantasies--PUZZLE
BOX--by & new writer of great pramise, Anthony More. O0f other
titles, on the way; titles like MAN OF EMFIRE, JUDGMENT HOUR, CITY
BY HIGHT....
' TRA? IS TROVER HALL. It can be one of the important steps in
the development of fantasy and science-flction. Remember that
name....watch for that imprint....acience-fiction's first strictly
original book publishing house 1s here. Remember....TROVER EALL.



*‘—l‘\E 1 I:)I—_( i #3 in our dresm
] — serles....
b

4
ROBERT"'BLOCH

I very seldom dream. Poé%lbly due to the faect that I have no 8sub-
conselous mind. ‘

Whatever the reason, fact remains that my sleep is generally un-
troubled, except when my wife or other women are trying to bresak
down the bedroom door.

An exceptlon can be noted. Whllst suffering from the gallopling
crud or other obscure respiratory allments, fever brings me vislons.
Hell of it ls, often as not, that 1 as an individual don't figure
in these episodes. It's a scenariec unreeling in my mind.

The following episode occurred to me, complete, as a one-reel
German movie, a la Caligari (which I've never seen).

Temperature 101° on awakening.

I wrote 1t all down, fever and all, just after coming out from
under, 8o judge it is reasonably authentic. As I say, I am not in
the dream {but that isn't 8o disappolnting, as there is very little
sox in it). Because I dreamed lt as a movie scenario, that's the
form in which I wrote Lt ont.

{Attention: Fritz Lang)
-000=

A ONE REEL MOVIE TAKEN FR(M THE DELIRIUM OF ROBERT BLOCH

The filrst scone discloses the facoe of a dark-haired young man on

a pillow. He is asleep and looking haggard. Sound of alarm-clock
wakens him.



Camera moves back 80 we see bed and table beside bed with alarm
clock on it. Young man wakes, reaches cver and shuts off alarm
¢ lock.

Riaging contlnues.

Camera moves back as young man sits up, bewlldered. He is in
dirry room of boarding house. Alarm clock ringing continues and
we notice, as he doss, that snother alarm clock is on table on
ot¥or side of bed. Confused, he shuts that off.

Ringing continnes.

He 1s ohviously upset...hangoverish,.,starea around. Ve see
elnrm clock on bureau. He larches over, shuts it off.

Rinzing comtlinnes.

Youngz man registers amazement. Shrilline ring as he heads for
bathronm. There on washstand 13 8till aanother alarm clock,
ideniical with all others. He shuts it off.

Ringing continues.

Shot of him staring out of window. Hupe steeple of church across
wey. Instead of clock 1n steeple, another huge alarm clock face
is visible, ringing away.

Grabbing clothing hastily (he is half-dressed, evidently from
lz8t night 's debauch) he runs wildly out of room into huge hallway
of boarding house and down stalrs.

Second scene finds onr young man at work in a large office con-
talning meny desks. He occunples one in & corner next to that of
an older man who wears un eyeshade and is obviously a superior.
Our haggard hero is swcatliag and eyelng the watercooler in the
corner. He wants a drink but is afraid tc got up while his clder
co-worker is watching. A flle glirl bends over and the older guy
leers at her rump a&s our hero rushes to the cooler.

He prepares to draw a drlnk, then notices a naked girl, about four
inches long, swimming in the coovler. She 'smiles up at him, waves.
He attempts to draw her out of the cooler thru faucet when a shark,
also ‘uar inches long, appears in the water. 1t ettacks the girl,
She fiphts it with a tiny dagger. Both perish and rise to the top
of the cooler, floatlng there like dead goldtfish. Horrified, the
young man rushes from the offlice.

.Scene three. Shot of door with name of psychiatrist on it. Mgde
to interior where young man is finishing his narrative of events
to a greyhaired psychiatrist who looks like Samuel S. Hinds bhut
isn't.

Psychiatrist seems sane, kindly, low-voiced, and he says, in
affect, "Well, of course I believe you. Iet's go over to your
Plece and take & look at all these alarm clocks, to begin with."



Seece four. Hero's room, later in day. He enters with psychla-
trist., "Here they are" he says. "You see?" Pointa to tables.

No alaem clock. HNone on hureaun, anywhere. But wherever the alarm
clceks were Ln sca2ne one...we now see, leld out neatly like dead
golirish, the tiny liv» Hodies of the girl and the shark, over and
o7e: agalin.

Ty . paychiatrist floes.

Snans five. It is snowing on New York street as our hero stands
bofure large vlilce-building discharging homesward bound elerks. A
giml Bgfp3are...ln slicrer und elecha hat. Blonde. Horo's girl.
B takes her wen, Trambliag. "I must $alk to you'...Le is still
teiiit® ner incohercut Hits about what kuspensd to hin 83 the
entss an entonuy Soewdnid.  They pause sfora a 420. exhibiting
place of lomcen rie. Ho pnte in & Atmo.  ne G001 opens. A plate
cmarces. On £ay plcac 1s & human hend. 4 egsvered human hand.

M~a. Pash Jown side-etract. Clrl iIs foogliicned too. They stand
in snow huadlad Lagather ond now...trne3 gros out of the beckground.
Tk exerze &nd presu clouser...tell tress. 2o and girl gaze
arvand, s Dooem trecs deop into & farest of nerging light. Into

a knge cedtle.

Seene six....2as*ls *s &ark, deserted, but £illed with statues.
wamen in elothing, bt mase of stecne. Bua® steias faces...rounded,
brigiioz sevlptmre. Witch-fnee3. Jump oub v:r ecorrsrs ag they
wendor thru. »witch-feces cuddanly come ATLIVE. Iike mclten lava
the stone movas. Huss chow-dog figures, griffong on pedegtals,
emy elive. They coa't tuxrn into flesh ur icave vedestals.,.just
svddenly sheke up ana Guin, jump anlmatedly a: hero end girl run...
and the whcole plece 3 suddenly animated, avervsning moving...
statuess, fornttare. windowu, all seething as they 2lee to huge
stalrcase and tumtie ¢iid...

Scene seoven comes quizxly a0 hero wakes in ved co ringing of alarm
¢i.ck. He shuts it off. 1t stays off. Ho says "Thank God it was
cnly a dream” and risea, fully dressed.

"Thaet a haogover™ he says, openlng door and stepping out.

Bs 8teps thru dcorway, we see his back. Door closes on him, but
nut egldawavs, .. UP 41D DOVN,. Or rather, somnthing Just bayond
docrwrny closc3 o4 him up and down. Ho scranma.

Shet of naiiwey. ¥s rneo ho has gteppou ot g door into closing
mouth of a bugh sperian pcencter that just Jills the tal) hellway
cenpletely. Yc¢ sqruenec arornd end lambers siowly down the hall.
Or. :ts hupe rump is writtea “"the end".
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Camera moves back so we see bed and table beside bed with alarm
¢lock on it. Young man wakes, reaches over and shuts off alarm
clock.

Ringing contlnues.

Camera moves back as young man sits up, bewildered. He is in
dir~y room of boarding house. Alarm clock ringing continues and
we notice, as ha dces, that another alarm clock iIs on table on
ot¥or side of bed. Confused, he shuts that off.

Ringling continues.

He Ls ohviously upset...hangoverish..,stares around. Ve see
alnrm clock on buresu. He lurches over, shuts it off.

Ringing c sntinnes.

Young man registers amazement. Shrilline ring as he heads for
bathronm. There on washstand is still another alarm clock,
ideniical with all others. He shuts it of?f.

Ringlirg contlnues.

Shot of him staring out of window. BHupo steeple of church across
wey. Instead of clock in steeple, another huge alarm clock face
is visible, ringing away.

Grebbing clothing hastily {he is half-dressod, evidently from
128t night 's debauch) he runs wildly out of room into huge hallway
of boarding house and down stalrs.

Second scene finds our young man at work in a large office con-
taining many desks. He occunples one in & corner next to that of
an older man who wears un gyeshade and is obviously A superior.
Our haggard hero is swcating and eyeclng the watercooler in the
corner. He wants 8 drink but is afraid to got up while his older
co-worker is watching. A flle girl bends over and the older guy
leers at her rump as our hero rushes to the cooler.

He prepares to draw a drink, then notices & nsked girl, about four
inches long, swimuing in the covler. She 'smiles up at him, waves.
Ho attempts to draw her out of the cooler thru faucet when a shark,
also fuar inches loag, appears in the water. It attacks the girl.
She fights it with a tiny dagger. Both perish and rise to the top
of the cooler, floating there like dead goldfish. Horrified, the
young man rushes from the office.

.Scene three. ©Shot of door with name of psychiatrist on it. Mde
to interior where young man is finishing his narrative of events
to a greyhaired psychiatrist who loocks like Semnel S. Hinds but
tan't.

Fsychiatrist seems sane, kindly, low-volced, and he says, in
affact, "Well, of course I believe you. Iet's go over to your
Ilece and take a look at all these alarm clocks, to begin with."



Serpe four. Hero's room, later in day. He enters with paychia-
trist. "Here they are" he says. "You see?" Points to tables.

No alaerm clock. 1ilone on hnreau, anywhero. But wherever the alarm
clctks were in scane one...we now see, leld out neatly like doad
golifish, the tiny liu» nodies of the girl and tke shark, over and
ove: agaln.

Tx. paychiatrist floos.

8nans five. It 18 gnowing on New York street as our hero stands
bofore large uvlfice-building disecharging homeward hound clerks. A
B.7I BpO3HrE...in 3lickevr und clecha hat. Blopda. Horo's girl.
B %akes lgr wwm, trorvliape. "I must $2lk to you"...he is still
teiilir ner inenhercat Sits abant what kunpensd to hinm 23 the
entsr an entonus arewidcd.  They panue bofura 2 420 exhihiting
plece of lencn rie. Hu puta In & dime. dhe 2ocr opens. A plate

?

cmerges. On thy plsic Ls 2 human hend. L sgerered human heand.

fM~p, Eush down side~etruect. Sirl ies friglicned too. They stand
in snow hu4ddaled taogather ond nov...tirnes 6:04 out of the background.
Tr:y vxerge snd presu cleser...btell treog. Jq:200 and girl gaze
aroaad, o {rom trecs deop into &8 foest UE nerging light. Into

a krge cedtle.

Scane six..,.2as*1c ‘s éark, deserted, but filled with statuee.
wamen in nlothing, bnt made of stene. Ha etenr faces...rounded,
hhlb“u; gevlptra. Witck-fhcea. Jump ouf o1 cornars as they
wender thri. witch-faces suddanly come ALIVE., ITike molten lavas
the atone movaes. Euro chow-doys Plgures, e-xffonJ on pedestals,
eccm> elive. They ¢oa's curn into flesh u» iecavre redestals.,.just
svdldenly shake up ana Guoin, jump animatedly ac hero end girl run...
aad the whcla plerce .3 auéddenly animated, evervining moving...
statuns, fornitare, windowu, 811 ssething as they 7lee to huge
gtalrcase and tumtiec ¢ Wa...

Saene ssvan comes quizkxly ap hero wakes In bed co ringing of slarm
ci.ck. He shuta 1t orf. 1t stays off. Hao says "Thank God it was
cnly a drean” and rlses, fully dressed.

"That a haaggover" he says, opening door and atepping out.

Bs; steps thru dcorway, we see his back. Door closes on him, but
nut gidawaysg...UP ALD DOVN. Or rather, somathing just beyond
dotrwny oclosez sa him up and down. Hn scrarme.

Shot of haiiwsey. ¥s rec ho has steppou ovt ¢f door into closling
menth cf a hugr sagvTian ponster that ivet Jilis the tal) hellway
ccrpletely. 1¢ squuenec ayound eni lambers siowly down the hall.
On its huge rump is wrlltea "the end".
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anncuncing---

THE CHINESE DOLL

by
Wilson (Bob) Tucker

$ 2.00
at your bcok store

-000.-

A mystery novel employing, in

part, a ngedentifiction" background.

Published by
RINEHART & COMPANY
New York



JUST A MINUTE/ The LiSFS meetlngs as
June 20th — 341st Congecutive Meeting, C°niensed by TIGRINA

Guo .doolmouth, our genilal master of ceremonies, introduced our guests,
Vigitore included fantasy celebrities Tueodore Gottlieb, of "Arabesque
77itha Horror" fame. Planet author Biyce iJalton, and hie wife iarsha. A
lucal resident, Aline Beeson, visited for the first time, hearing of
the L,A,S8.F.8. tarough a clerk iz a book atore. Another newcomer was
Leland Saplro, who heard about our Clud through Dale Hart. Private
Kenneth Bonnell, still here on his delay enroute to Washington, was
again vesry awuch ia evidence,

Director Hodgkins reminded us that nomlinations were in orxrder for a new
LaA.S+FeB8s chairman, Al Ashley nominated Rugs Hodgkins. Charles Bur-
bee nonrinated Al Ashley. Ashley declined. Gus Tillmorth moved that
nominations be closed. The meeting was adjourned at 8:00, 1leaving
meabers in susperise as to vho would be our new chairman at the coming
election,

June 27th - 343nd Qoagecutive ieefing.

The recgular meeting was turned inte a nublisiing session for last min-
ute mimeograpuing, stapliing and assembling before the Pacificon, so
the brief business meeting did not commence until 9:30, when electiona
tooi nlach,

Ruas Fodgkins was re—electetl asg Director,” your Iincumbent secretary was
voted to serve a second term, and Forrest Ackerman, renowned for hia
book keeping abilities, was retained as treasurer. For the executive
committee, Gus Willmorth wae voted as senlor member and Charles Burbee
a8 junior member, 2 '

July 11th - 343xd Ogggecutive Meeting,
Rt 3 Al e s

deri-Beth Wheeler and Bob Tuclker, who M"forpot® to go home to Illinois
after the Convention, " paid their fFfiret vieit during a 0ludb meeting.
e were again honoured with the presence of our Pacificon guest of
honour, A. E. van Vogt. Coasoicuous by his absence was our treasurer,
Forrest Ackerinan, coniined to his shooze-stand recuperating from a se-
vere attack of gastro-intestinal flu, unfortunately contracted during
the Pacificon. <

Rusa Fodgxing iread us a nessage fron Dale Hart, who has left our group
to visit his Tamily ia Texas. As tressurer for the Fcoundation, Russ
inforied us that there werc <3 members to date, aad the cash received
totalled ¥228.91.

Walt Daugherty told about a nroposed pictorial presentation of Pacifi--
coa nigkblights, @30 to be taken fron the Pacificon fund for exvenses.
A typed provosal, containing detalled inforaation anent <the forthe
coming plictorial nublication was passed amongst us for signstures of
approval,

July 18th — 344th Consecutive Meeting.

de welcomed the return oi member Don Bratton, who had rcsumed civilian
garb. We were aleoc happy to have with us again our Treasurer, Forrest
Ackerman, who attended ais first meeting eince his illness July 4th,



Treasurer Ackerman, with his customary acumen, inforned us that $29.30
kept the well-known 1luvine from leaping tuarough the nortels of our
Headcunrtevsa

wWelly Daugherty Tead us a humourous bit of wit writ by the incom-—
parable Tobert Bloch, which hed ue rolling in the sioles, the article
to be included in the oictorisl orzasantation of the Paciiicon. While
‘fans were oicking thenselves un of:i the floor, Wally passed out conies
o:i tae covexr vhich vill be used I1oxr tuls magazine. The cover, de-
sigied by Lou Goldstone, received auen high praises

25ty — 345t y tive Leestiag.
Tarough tine fogsy baze of tobacco suoke could be discexned the feces
o1 tiirty feus. To.a Hanley, Canadian yesident, visgiting uie brother

nere 1in Los Angeles, beard about the Club {rom Censdien fan Les
Cctoutch, aad paid uas a visit. ;

Avrt Jocuel siored so.e woviea of various feueg, wictures ranzing from
turee yeruvs ¢go to the ouveaent tilae.

Toe'wearindedir. oi the meeting wes turned over to Saxuel D. Russgell, who
grve o lectuso on tue pgychology o:x constitutional deficiency.

August ist -~ 348%h Congecutive ldectiagse

In the apsence ol Director Zodgkiins, directorshiv for the evening wes
trion over Dy owr genlal mettress-iaced muscle men, Gus Tillaorthe

Secx vitu: us ocgein sItc: cuitd ¢ leiagtly sbseince was our effcrvescent
fellor-acnber, Pvi. Konuethb Bonanell, who is sojourning ia the Sunny
City ~uile ewaitin an Avay ticasicr.' | i

Club medoers.in lacversed Ly Tour vhen E. He Davis, Peggy snd Bill
Craviourd, aid Ed Zvinzg si-ned eoalicetions, Ed Ewing, resident of
Jowtu Zollywood, leeraed oi the L.,A.S.F.S. throusih attending the Paci-
flcon.

Tyrgcesuvrcw Aclkorara wioorted 20.05 i our treasury, with a soecisl do-
netion of 002 2oy Zrox Bob Tucker.

Au-ust Oti) — 347ty Cousccutivge Megtiing.

Gus ~ill.o:x%u, i1 thce 2bsence ox ouv Junlow Coazitiec aman, r2luctently
essu.icd i 1¢870a8ivilitics o) iatioducing the twenty-Tive founs pres—
ciite ;

L:itcr  fuc orief business ascting was concluded, Tans broke up ianto
Tarce or iour aniiwted discusqion groups. Durin’ tais ‘ting, 8 thcatre
textr e oxgoaiscd  teo otitend the Eanglish notiown aicturce "Deed 0OF
Hizat". Tansg doported to mcet ognin the folloving eveai.; to witiness



I.']ext IBSD.G-..

i The apace for the usual forecast is taken up this time by an
..8ditorial of anmiual content {which I have yet to write), so the
usual prognostication will.go in this space, which luckily was left .
available for such & purpose.

I don't know why I ever bother praedicting stuff for foture

+- issues since nobody caras anyhow, or remembers, and it so seldom

+ .comes true. =

But-.-next 1ssue there is an article by George Ebey which he
thinks 1s pretty good. Also laney's dream, #4 ln the serles; Gus
Wilimorth's article about commarcial trends in fandom. The nsual
stuff by Ackerman, TPigrina, snd Burbas. And a2lmost anything else
that might come drifting in here in the next couple of weeks.

I want to mention here thdt I want dreema for the Dream Series.
You've seen thres lovely jobs so far--one by me, one by Pardune, and
the one in this issne by Bloch. If you cen turn ont something of
the same high caliber, why, shoot 1t ¥n here. No hurry about it;

I want quality. Think abogt it, and one of these-nighte when yon
hit the sack with too much beer in the belly you will probably have
‘one of these hyper eplsodes unreel in your fevered brain. Whip it
into publishable shape and sehd it along.

"Publishable shape" lnsofar as Shangri-L'Affaires is conocerned
moans & lack of material that can be considered lewd, salaclous,
- laselvious, obacens. Of course, ycu can hint like hell. let us
see only the shadow of the bed, not the bed itself.

] --"bub
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